
 

 

 

CHANCELLOR’S C-GRAM 
July 3, 2016 

 
Dear Trustees: 
 
Happy Fourth of July to you and your family with enjoyment and safety.  Today Tina and 
I visited Trustee Galassa in Vallejo.  It was a nice surprise for him and his wife to see us. 
He is holding on very well with rehabilitation.  He needs our support: calls, visits, cards, 
etc.  We sent flowers on your behalf last week. If you call or go to see him, just be careful: 
He has not changed and he is sharp. 
 
In this C-GRAM I will update you on a few things, but most importantly give you the 
highlights of my trip to China.  

Jan Holmgren  
Dr. Holmgren is a former President of Mills College.  She shared that a group of 
independent colleges, including Mills used to meet with former chancellors and work 
with them for transfer opportunities for Peralta students.  She encouraged me to restart 
this process with a pilot and support from the Independent Colleges.  

Trustee Evaluation   
Just a reminder that we will do an evaluation of the Board on July 12th.  You were sent a 
questionnaire on Survey Monkey.  Please make sure to fill out today.   

Meeting with the City of Oakland  
The City of Oakland invited me to a meeting to be introduced to some representatives of 
the Oakland Athletics Baseball team.  The representatives expressed an interest in 
working on a partnership with Peralta.  There are several sites around the city the team 
is considering to build a stadium.  I expressed the thought that at this time we are not in 
a position to hold any conversations. As we are one of several sites they are considering, 
we hope one of the other sites works for them. 
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Patti Castro-Alameda WIOA   
Ms. Castro is the Executive Director of the Alameda Workforce Invest Opportunity Act.  
There is a similar organization in Oakland and I served on the board. We have a rotating 
seat with Chabot; I shared Peralta is interested in serving on the board when our turn 
comes. There were times when we did not exercise that right and responsibility. 

Open Forum with COA  
With the departure of Dr. Joi Blake, I spent some time on the COA campus to hear from 
faculty, staff and administrators what they wanted in the interim and permanent 
successors of Dr. Blake.  I heard excellent feedback and received important input from 
those present.  The continuation of Dr. Blake’s vision was important to some and others 
were interested in a president that will spend a long tenure at the institution.  A search 
for Dr. Blake’s successor will get underway soon.  Dr. Fran White and I will share the 
duties of the presidency until the search concludes in the fall.  I will be there until July 
15th.  

Leadership Class on Contracts  
The Management and Leadership Development Academy of Peralta (MLDAP) met last 
week and got a good lesson from contract legal counsel, Ericka Curls-Bartling.  They 
learned the terms and particular items to look for in a contract. The session was followed 
by a presentation by Chief of Staff Crawford on effective elements of bios and how to 
present oneself in public about one’s profession.   

Report on China 
This was my fifth trip to China in three years. I took three trips while at Solano Community 
College District and two at Peralta. Each trip grows the potential for greater collaboration 
with individuals and institutions. The approach Paul Cheng, our point person in Asia 
emphasizes and I agree, is to build relationships so that student recruitment flows naturally 
and less dependent on one-on-one applications.  In this report depicted in the chart, you will 
see that we are moving in that direction.  Furthermore, our efforts are beyond student 
recruitment, but expands to faculty and staff interaction and exchanges and student learning 
on both sides of the Pacific. This is a model in development that will be taken beyond China 
and into Africa, Latin America and the rest of the world.   
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Working with a developing country is challenging. Deals you think today are done may be 
unraveled tomorrow.  Much depends on the government and progress may be hampered by 
the government.  Luckily at this time the government is encouraging a lot of foreign 
interactions. Many countries in addition to the US already conduct major cooperative efforts 
with the Chinese institutions. There is a freshness and acceptance of the role of the 
community college that is encouraging.  
 
This effort will come together with the rest of the International Education program to make 
a great deal of difference in the lives of ALL our students and the community. There are faculty 
interested in being involved and who are already working and they need administrative 
commitment and support for a comprehensive program. Shanghai Ocean University’s 
partnership is a creation of Dr. Robert Macey from Merritt College. Such efforts will form an 
organized whole through faculty leadership in the long run and tied to our efforts in Social 
Justice.  We have much to look forward to in the next few years in International Education. 
 

Organization name Brief description Potential 
partnership 

Status 

Shanghai Ocean 
University 
(SHOU) 

SHOU is a four year public 
institution located in a new 
suburb of Shanghai 
offering both 
undergraduate and 
graduate degrees.  

.Student 
exchange 
‘Faculty 
exchange 
.ESL 
.Combined 
degrees 

Agreed to sign MOU 
and start work on 
further cooperation. 
Biotech student is 
ready to spend six 
months of research 
there. 

Shanghai Maritime 
University (SMU).  

SMU is a four-year public 
university specializing in 
Maritime studies, 
transport and logistics. 
Their officials are familiar 
with our community 
colleges. 

.Student 
exchange 
.Faculty 
exchange 
.internships at 
Ports 
.Employment 
for students 
.Student 
referrals 

.Drat MOU 

.Exploration of next 
steps to finalize in 
November. 

International Elite 
Immigration 
Services Company 

IESI recruits students for 
universities in Utah. Will 
process students for PCCD 

.Recruitment 

.Processing  
.Agreement to be 
sole representative 
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(IESI) and follow through for two 
years with parents. 

.Prepare for 
College ESL 
.Provide Office 
Space for 
PCCD 

in and around 
Shanghai. 
. Compensation 
$500 per referred 
and enrolled student 
for each of two 
years. 
.Representative to 
visit PCCD in July 

Shanghai 
Pharmaceutical 
School 

Referred to us by new VPI 
at Laney, Dr. John Yu.  
Provides training for 
students in biotechnology 
and manufacturing of 
medicine. Great facilities. 

.Faculty 
exchange and 
visits 
.Faculty 
consultation 

Future 
conversations and 
potentially 
agreement in 
November. 

Shanghai Business 
and Education Tour  

Recruit business and 
education leaders to invite 
Bay Area. 

Hosting 
business and 
education 
leaders as well 
as students 

Relationship to 
evolve based on 
interests 

Ningbo City 
College of 
Vocational 
Technology 
 

A three-year college 
focusing on diverse 
studies, including 
entrepreneurship and 
liberal arts. Second visit to 
site. 

.Student 
Exchange 
.Faculty 
exchange 
.ESL 
.Specialized 
programs 
.Faculty 
training 

.Agreement for 
students visit: July-
August 2016. 
.Faculty training 
January 2017 
.Anticipated 
President visit in 
2017. 

Beijing Economic 
Management 
School 
 

A CTE College Prep school 
specializing in accounting, 
information technology 
and culinary. Second visit 
to the school. 

.Faculty 
training 
.Summer 
program 
.Student 
recruitment 
.Support 
graduation 

.MOU to work 
together. 
.Expecting Education 
Department 
approval  
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ceremony 
2017 

Beijing 
International 
Education 
Institute 

This organization works 
with universities over the 
world to give Chinese 
students an international 
education in relationship 
with Chinese colleges and 
universities. Facilitate 
hiring and assignment of 
foreign faculty. 

.Teach part of 
programs in 
China 
.Faculty 
hosting 
.Host program 
in Oakland 
.Match with 
colleges and 
universities 

.Reviewing MOU 

.Seeking Colleges 
approval by Chinese 
embassy 
.Submission of 
syllabi  
.Discuss partnership 
in agreement. 
.Exploring ACCJC 
requirements. 

Shijuashung 
Innovative 
Education 
Association 

Former education board 
members interested in 
introducing PCCD as a 
potential partner and 
places for students to 
study. 

No 
partnership 
yet. We will 
use the 
examples of 
others. 

Meeting in the 
month of November 
to present and 
develop 
opportunities for 
cooperation. 

Chinese Scholarship 
Council 

Facilitation of funding for 
education entities for 
students to study abroad. 

None defined 
yet. Exploring 
at this time 

.Follow up to happen 

.Potential 
agreement 
In November 

HUMAIDAI 
(Beijing) 
Investment Fund 
Management Co. 
Ltd 
 

Company interested in 
recruiting cohorts of 
students in aviation. 

.Investments 
in facilities 
.Partnering 
with WDCE to 
train 
mechanics 
Exploring ESL 

.MOU signed for 
partnership 
.Partner visits to 
Oakland 
 
 

Dangshai University 
System 

Company of large 
portfolio: 
pharmaceuticals, 
development, and 
education. The private 
company has three low-
cost universities. 

.Faculty 
exchange 
.Student 
exchange 
.joint degrees 
.Faculty 
training 
.ESL 

.Initial visits took 
place: Chairman and 
then Chancellor 
.Visit by presidents 
and others from 
colleges to happen 
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.Develop 
cooperative 
agreements 

Meilong Junior High 
School 

Top performing junior high 
school in the world in 
2010. Many students 
travel abroad for studies. 

.Caring for 
past students 
.Faculty 
training 

.Exploring internship 
opportunities at 
PCCD for former 
student 

 

COMING UP THIS WEEK 
Monday: Fourth of July! Offices closed. 
Tuesday: Ferrilli Group meeting; Agenda Review; Social Justice Discussions. 
Wednesday: Linked Learning Council; Travel to Washoe County. 
Thursday: Data profile in Washoe County with ACOE and researchers 
Friday:  Day Off 
Saturday: No scheduled Activities 
Sunday: No scheduled activities 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
July 
 6-7 Chancellor in Reno 
 12 Governing Board meeting 
 21 Meeting with Alameda Health System: Partnerships  
  
If you want more information about any activities or if you would like to participate in 
any event or meeting with me, please let me know. My cell phone number is 707 386-
0261. 

 
Jowel C. Laguerre, Ph.D. 

Chancellor 

A few quotes in celebration of the Fourth of July. 
 

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 

by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness." ~ The Declaration of Independence July 4, 1776 

http://www.ushistory.org/march/
http://www.ushistory.org/march/
http://www.chiff.com/home_life/holiday/4th-of-july/declaration-of-independence.htm
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"We must all hang together, or assuredly we shall all hang separately." ~ Benjamin Franklin 

after signing the Declaration of Independence, 1776. 

"Posterity: you will never know how much it has cost my generation to preserve your 

freedom. I hope you will make good use of it." ~ John Quincy Adams 

"I only regret that I have but one life to lose for my country." ~ Nathan Hale 

"America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we falter and lose our freedoms, it will 

be because we destroyed ourselves." ~ Abraham Lincoln 

"Abandon your animosities and make your sons Americans!" ~ Robert E Lee, following the 

Civil War 

"America is a passionate idea or it is nothing. America 

is a human brotherhood or it is chaos." ~ Max Lerner 

"Do not regard the critics as questionable patriots. 

What were Washington and Jefferson and Adams but 

profound critics of the colonial status quo?" ~ Adlai 

Stevenson 

"Intellectually I know that America is no better than 

any other country; emotionally I know she is better 

than every other country." ~ Sinclair Lewis 

 "It is from numberless diverse acts of courage and belief that human history is shaped. Each 

time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against 

injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope." ~ Robert Kennedy 

"Liberty means responsibility. That is why most men dread it." ~ George Bernard Shaw 

"Ours is the only country deliberately founded on a good idea." ~ John Gunther 

"No man can put a chain about the ankle of his fellow man without at last finding the other 

end fastened about his own neck." ~ Frederick Douglass 

 
"In the truest sense,  
freedom cannot be  

bestowed; it must be  
achieved."  
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"This nation will remain the land of the free only so 

long as it is the home of the brave." ~ Elmer Davis 

"You have to love a nation that celebrates its 

independence every July 4, not with a parade of guns, 

tanks, and soldiers who file by the White House in a 

show of strength and muscle, but with family picnics 

where kids throw Frisbees, the potato salad gets iffy, 

and the flies die from happiness. You may think you 

have overeaten, but it is patriotism." ~ Erma Bombeck 

 

 
"No man can put a chain 

about the ankle of his 
fellow man without at  
last finding the other  
end fastened about 

his own neck." 


