
                 

  

 

 

CHANCELLOR’S C-DIRECT 
March 21, 2018 

Dear Colleagues, 
 

Visits to BCC and Laney 
 

We completed two College visits this past 
week.  Sharon Cornu and Mary Denise 
Jackson have accompanied me to support 
our efforts to have conversations regarding 
our collective needs district-wide.  Several 
themes are emerging -- student housing 
being very high on this list.  There is also a 
great desire to look at the District Office 
budget and see what can be reallocated to 
the Colleges. I have already taken steps to 
begin to review and to evaluate the District 
budget, so we can determine what changes 

might need to be made.  This week and next week we are at COA and the District Office. 
 

Job Security and PeopleSoft Implementation 
 
I have had discussions with IT and Deloitte regarding the progress of the PeopleSoft project.  
As we implement this project, some staff have expressed concerns for their jobs since the 
technology will make things run more efficiently.  I am in the process of working with the 
Classified Union to make clear that we have no intention of laying off anyone due to the 
software upgrade.  It is important to realize that we are not overstaffed and will continue to 
have needs for staffing even with the implementation of the technology.  
 

Budget Discussions with District Office Managers 
 
I held my second budget discussion with budget managers at the District Office; we are 
reviewing each department’s expenditures and, as I have stated, working to determine 
which resources are dedicated to the District Office and the Colleges.  As an example, if the 
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Payroll Office processes payroll for approximately 3700 people, we will apportion what 
percentage covers District Office employees and what percentage covers the Colleges.  
 

2018-2019 Management Leadership Development Academy at 
Peralta (MLDAP)  
 
Another reminder that we are starting a third leadership class for 2018-2019 with two days 
of intensive training and the selection of group and individual projects on Thursday, June 
7th and Friday, June 8th from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  If you are interested or would like to 
nominate an individual(s), please e-mail Mary Denise Jackson, Ph.D., Faculty on Special 
Assignment in the Chancellor’s Office at mdjackson@peralta.edu by Wednesday, April 
18th.  
 

Oakland Promise Report 
By Dr. Rowena Tomaneng 
 

2nd Annual Oakland Promise Report 
March 15, 2018 
Roosevelt Middle School, Oakland 
 

Over 250 + students, parents, educators, and community leaders came together to reflect 
on the second year of The Oakland Promise “Cradle to Career” Initiative.   
 
Peralta Community College District was represented by Trustee Karen Weinstein, Berkeley 
City College President Rowena Tomaneng, Vice Chancellor Siri Brown, and Assistant Vice 
Chancellor Tamika Brown. The event included a lively Community Fair/Open House with 
dance performances by Roosevelt Middle School students and College and Career 
Information tables.  The Oakland Promise update was presented by David Silver, Mayor 
Libby Schaaf’s Director of Education. Today, 670 Oakland Promise students are attending 
two-year and four-year colleges and universities, with scholarships and persistence 
supports. 5.5 million in multi-year scholarships have been awarded with over 500+ mentors 
recruited to work with college students. The program also included moving stories by 
Oakland Promise students and parents, such as LeAna Powell, who gave a shout out to her 
former Laney College Women’s Studies teacher, AVC Tamika Brown.  She strongly 
encouraged students and parents to consider the Peralta Colleges as a next step in their 
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higher education journey because of the individualized support students receive by 
teachers such as AVC Brown.  For 2018, The Oakland Promise seeks to have 1000+ OUSD 
graduates participating with 8.5 million multi-year scholarships awarded.  
 

Jowel 
Jowel C. Laguerre, Ph.D. 

Chancellor 

To Celebrate March Madness 
 

“The first two days of March Madness should be declared National holidays.”   
- Chancellor Laguerre on behalf of all College Basketball Fans. 

 
Virginia head coach Tony Bennett: I told our guys, we had a historic season. A historic 

season in terms of most wins in the ACC. A week ago, we’re cutting down the nets and the 
confetti is falling. And then we make history by being the first one-seed to lose. I’m sure a 

lot of people will be happy about that. And it stings. I told the guys, this is life. It can’t define 
you. You enjoyed the good times and you gotta be able to take the bad times. When you 

step into the arena, the consequences can be historic losses, tough losses, great wins, and 
you have to deal with it. That’s the job. 

 
UMBC guard K.J. Maura: I carry Puerto Rico in my heart. It’s a very special moment for 

them right now, making history as a team, but I’m also making history for my country. I play 
for them, especially after what happened with the hurricane and all that stuff. We’ve been 
hurting lately. This moment gives them a little bit of life to my country, and I’m very proud 

and happy for that. 
 

 
 


