
                 

  

 

 

CHANCELLOR’S C-DIRECT 
March 28, 2018 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
 

Kudos to Jeff Heyman 

 
At it’s meeting last evening, the Governing Board recognized Mr. Jeff Heyman’s many years 
of service to Peralta and passed the following Board Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION IN HONOR OF JEFF HEYMAN’S SERVICE TO 
THE PERALTA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 

 
Whereas For over 18 years, Jeff Heyman has served students, faculty, staff and the community 
as Peralta’s Executive Director for Public Information, Communications & Media, as Peralta’s 
most senior manager in District Administration and as the longest-serving member of the 
Chancellor’s Cabinet. 

 
Whereas Jeff Heyman’s early marketing efforts resulted in an enrollment rise of 25% 

over previous semesters and resulted in a RECORD NUMBER OF STUDENTS ENROLLED AT THE 
PERALTA COLLEGES. 

 
Whereas Jeff Heyman’s Marketing Department staff came up with a new name, 

Berkeley City College, for the College formerly known as Vista. 
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Whereas Jeff Heyman negotiated an agreement for the lease of our unused TV 

spectrum that, in total, will bring $11.7 million in revenue to the District. 
 
Whereas Jeff Heyman negotiated an agreement with the City of Oakland that annually 

funds the Department's equipment and has allowed us to do a significant portion of our work 
without using monies from Peralta’s General Fund. 

 
Whereas Jeff Heyman started a Peralta-specific newspaper column, not only a 

revolutionary idea at the time, but one that is now emulated statewide. 
 
Whereas Jeff Heyman’s team received dozens of awards for its work over the years. 
 
Whereas after a decade of attempts, Jeff Heyman established an 

educational/community FM radio station, KGPC, securing one of only two frequencies available 
in the media-saturated Bay Area. 

 
Whereas Jeff Heyman’s Marketing Department pioneered the use of social media at 

community colleges, managing nine platforms and Peralta's website daily. 
 
Whereas Jeff Heyman’s Marketing Department produced the first live broadcasts of 

Laney Eagles’ football games, enabling viewers to watch live streams of events, to include 
spotlights on our students and faculty, our Board meetings, and our graduation ceremonies 
anytime they wish. 

 
Whereas Jeff Heyman served as the Executive Director of Peralta TV’s award-winning 

documentary on the origins of the Black Panther Party at Peralta. This film, narrated by 
Congresswoman Barbara Lee, and shown at the United Nations in New York, is used in 
classrooms across the country. 

 
Be it resolved that the Peralta Community College Board of Trustees wishes Mr. Jeff 
Heyman the best in his professional pursuit with the City of Lafayette and expresses its sincere 
appreciation for his longstanding service to the District. 

 

 
Presidents’ Meeting 
 
The Presidents and I met last week. Our discussions were dominated by our exchange of 
ideas regarding the re-establishment of a Chief Student Services Officer for the District. The 
Presidents, as well as the Vice Presidents for Student Services, have argued for a Vice 
Chancellor of Student Services as opposed to an Associate Vice Chancellor. At our meeting, 
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the Presidents and I continued to delineate the responsibilities of the Colleges and the 
function of the District Student Services Center-- a welcome opportunity to redefine some 
functions and to ensure that the District and the Colleges are working in sync. Discussions 
are ongoing regarding the District Student Services position; I anticipate a final decision by 
March 30.   
 

 
Alignment Bay Area 
 
The successor program to the Career Pathway Trust is moving forward under the name 
Alignment Bay Area. Alameda County Superintendent of Schools Karen Monroe is leading 
the effort. The Program brings together education, business and government. The goal is to 
work together to ensure that by 2024 our young people can have better access to good 
jobs. Bringing businesses together with education and providing internships can help us to 
assure a more solid educational experience for our young people. 

 
Conversation on our Needs:  College of Alameda 
 
Our last College visit was at COA where we heard from faculty, students, staff and 
administrators. Each meeting was well attended, and we had an overflow for the students’ 
participation. The vast majority of the students were ESL students. They wanted to 
advocate for Peralta to continue to offer ESL and not reduce the number of courses we 
offered in the past. The students were very articulate and outspoken, all the while voicing 
their appreciation of the opportunities they have obtained in the US. The faculty expressed 
a variety of perspectives; one that we are already exploring is the functions that Colleges 
can best take care of and those services that the District can best provide to the Colleges on 
a larger scale. Additionally, ensuring that we have sufficient resources to support the 
various College/District functions continues to be a central consideration for all. As an 
example, having a Human Resources Specialist available to each College on a regular basis 
to simplify certain issues has been discussed. During our conversations, we also discussed 
OnePeralta and the importance of ensuring that College administration and staff, e.g. the 
Business Directors and their staff, are properly supported in their work.   
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While the needs assessment is meant to look at the future of Peralta, there were also 
current issues brought up that we need to examine as we move forward. 
 
Our final needs assessment will take place at the District Office today, March 28, beginning 
at 1:00 p.m. Those who could not make it to any of the College sessions can attend the 
District Office session. 
 

Campus Spotlight – Merritt College 
 
Congratulations to Kinga Sidzinska, the first recipient of the Merritt College Classified Senate’s 
(MCCS) Appreciating from Within award.  Sidzinska is the Coordinator of the Microbiology lab.  The 
announcement was made at last Thursday’s Flex day.  Maril M Bull, Landscape Horticulture Staff 
Assistant and the MCCS Public Information Officer, shed light on the need for this type of peer-to-
peer recognition (excerpt from The Classified Voice, March 2018, Volume 2, Issue 4): 
  

The last few months, the binding theme of our Classified Senate discussions has been the state of 
classified morale, and we’ve been looking for how we can help, what we can do to inspire the boost 
in our collective spirit we so need.  When MCCS Vice President Margie Rubio brought us this idea of 
an Appreciating from Within Award, we saw it as a great reminder of how it’s really up to us to take 
charge of our own spirit, and of our own responses under pressure.  If our morale falters, so does our 
sense of unity, and if we’re not feeling the unity, we must be losing sight of who we are, because we 
all know what a great job of serving our students we do when we all work together.  If we’re not 
seeing that greatness so well, it’s time to get acquainted with ourselves, each other, and all we offer 
and give.  That’s the intention of the Appreciating from Within Award.  To shine the light on the 
under-illuminated, and to recognize the excellence that we know is in everyone.  We’ll probably 
surprise ourselves with just how strong we are, and we’ll see we have a lot more to celebrate than 
[what] has been on our minds.  

 
Maril reported being “flooded with words of appreciation” for classified staff and added that the 
acknowledgements didn’t just come from peers, but also administrators and faculty.  I want to thank 
Maril and Merritt’s Classified Senate for creating the Appreciating from Within Award and for 
reminding us all of the importance of respecting and honoring one another. 

 

Lunar New Year Luncheon 
 
The Lunar New Year celebration was a total success. There were performances by Professor 
Lori Willis, the Francophones of Peralta, Loan Nguyen and her colleagues at BCC, the Laney 
College small orchestra (who also accompanied the Chancellor), and the performances of 
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several small groups of the Great Wall Orchestra. These young people in particular 
represent Peralta so well.   
 

Cybersecurity Conference at Merritt 
 
Merritt College held its second annual Cybersecurity Conference. The attendance was larger 
this year than last. Congressman Ro Khanna attended the entire day and held a session with 
the students. He also moderated the panel of employers who shared much wisdom with the 
students. Congressman Khanna connected Merritt with Facebook, the result being manifest 
in major support for the College, to include a tremendous influence on the Cybersecurity 
program. Here is a breakdown of the support of Merritt’s Cybersecurity program: 

 

 Facebook now recognizes Merritt College as a “sponsored” school (the only community 
college). This recognition allows Facebook to provide special programs and benefits to the 
Merritt students to include guest lecturers, campus visits, activity sponsorships and 
internships.  

 Last year Facebook provided full scholarships (airfare, lodging, conference fees and per diem) 
to send 14 students and faculty to the Blackhat and Defcon conferences in Las Vegas. 

 Facebook worked with Merritt faculty and students to provide the CodePath course, a 
challenging cybersecurity class designed by Facebook to challenge students and assess their 
skills. The top scoring students are eligible to compete for the Ambassador Intern Program 
(students get an internship and a follow-on full-time position if they perform well). 

 Students need three credits of Co-op (225 hours of practical work experience) to graduate 
from the Cybersecurity curriculum. Facebook has already provided three Co-op opportunities 
to Merritt College students. 

 In December, Facebook held a roundtable with some of their junior engineers to discuss what 
it was like working at Facebook, and what to expect when students’ transition to full-time 
work. 

 Last month, members of the Cybersecurity club were given an opportunity to tour the 
Facebook campus. 

 Facebook worked with the Women in Cybersecurity to extend a scholarship to one Merritt 
student to attend their conference March 23-24 in Chicago. 

 Facebook is sponsoring four Merritt students for a one-week F8 Developer conference in 
May. 

 Facebook is also going to provide a number of students with full scholarships (airfare, lodging, 
admission fees and per diem) for the Blackhat and Defcon conferences in Las Vegas again this 
year.  
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Undocumented Student Services Summit 
 
Submitted by Saba Gebre, M.S., Adjunct Counselor, Berkeley City College 
 
On Monday, March 26th, the Peralta Community 
College District hosted the first Undocumented 
Student Services Summit at the Administrative Center.  
The goal was to unite campus representatives around 
the need to provide student services to those who are 
undocumented.  
 
The Summit began with a warm welcome from Vice 
Chancellor Brown, who proudly acknowledged the 
students, faculty, staff, and community members in 
attendance from across the District. A positive video 
message followed from Congresswoman Barbara Lee, 
who shared her gratitude for the Summit and its 
purpose to help students. BCC campus leaders Gabriel 
Martinez, Carolina Martinez, and Saba Gebre 
facilitated group discussions that illuminated how each 
campus is equitably serving undocumented students 
and exploring areas for improvement. While each campus offers services and resources that 
can benefit undocumented students, attendees agree that visibility and student access to 
resources can improve on each campus.  
 
There was also a call for more targeted resources, “safe spaces” for undocumented 
students, and more UndocuAlly trainings and guidance for staff. Throughout the afternoon, 
Summit participants brainstormed best practices for offering services, collaborated on 
campus action plans, and provided comprehensive feedback on how Peralta can align and 
support this work. The organizers of the summit are grateful to everyone who could join 
and contribute to the rich discussion including Peralta Trustee Karen Weinstein, Laney 
College President Tammeil Gilkerson, and Nancy Jodaitis, with Educators for Fair 
Consideration. The Summit was a huge success due to our united efforts as a Peralta 
Community to support student success. 
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Congress Releases Final 2018 Budget 
 
I received the following report from Rick Spees, Partner, Akerman LLP | 750 Ninth Street, 
N.W., Suite 750 | Washington, D.C. 20001: 

 
The Congress released the final version of the FY 2018 Omnibus appropriations bill late last 
night.  Already the bill has passed the House and it is expected to pass the Senate shortly.  The 
President has said he will sign the bill into law. While the President had proposed massive cuts 
in most domestic programs, Congress did not agree to them.  Instead Congress provided more 
money for a number of programs relevant to Peralta. 
 
For Pell Grants, the bill increased the maximum grant by $175 to $6,095.  The bill did not add 
the resources needed to fund the increase, which means the program will draw down funds 
from its reserve.  It is estimated that the reserve will be cut by $1 billion. For Work-study, the 
bill increased the appropriation by $140 million to a total of $1.13 billion. 
For Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants, the bill increased the funding by 
$107 million to a total of $840 million. For TRIO, the bill increased funding by $60 million to 
$1.01 billion. For GEAR UP, the bill increased funding by $10 million to $350 million. For 
Strengthening institutions, the bill increased funding by $12 million to $99 million. For Aid to 
Hispanic-serving institutions, the bill increased funding by $17 million to $134 million. For adult 
education, the bill increased funding by $35 million to $631 million. For Career and technical 
education state grants, the bill increased funding by $75 million to $1.193 billion. 
  
As you can see, the Congress rejected the brutal Trump budget cuts and wrote a remarkably 
good bill. 
 
If you have any questions, please let me know. 
All the best, 
Rick 

 

PBIM Council Meetings This Friday, March 30 
 
Two PBIM District Shared Governance Councils meet this Friday, March 30, in the District 
Board Room: 
 

 Planning and Budgeting Council (PBC) meets from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
 

 Participatory Governance Council (PGC) meets from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  
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We welcome your interest in joining us in the important business of community college 
shared governance. 
 

Enjoy Spring break. C-Direct will resume the week of April 16. 
 

Jowel 
Jowel C. Laguerre, Ph.D. 

Chancellor 
 

“If our morale falters, so does our sense of unity, and if we’re not feeling the unity, we must 
be losing sight of who we are, because we all know what a great job of serving our students 
we do when we all work together. If we’re not seeing that greatness so well, it’s time to get 

acquainted with ourselves, each other, all we offer and give.” 
- Mr. Maril M Bull, Staff Assistant, Landscape Horticulture, PIO, Merritt Classified Senate 

 
 

Sister Jean on becoming a national sensation: “Really, if I can correct you, international.” 
Ninety-eight-year-old chaplain of the Loyola of Chicago University basketball team. 

 

 
 
 


