
 

 

 

 

CHANCELLOR’S C-DIRECT 
MAY 2, 2018 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Dr. Mary Denise Jackson and I presented the Management Leadership Development 
Academy at Peralta (MLDAP) to twenty or so attendees of the annual Association of American 
Community Colleges Conference this past week. Dr. Jackson was a former participant in 
MLDAP and has been of tremendous support to our program. Our presentation was very well 
received, and participants shared that it was a unique program compared to others they 
know.  We were very glad to represent you all and appreciative of all comments and 
commendations.   
 
The next, and perhaps last opportunity, to participate in MLDAP will be the program that will 
be initiated this June.  I look forward to working with a new group of individuals who are 
ready to develop their leadership skills.  
 
 

 
 
ONEPeralta online trainings begin Monday, May 7th!  
 
Starting May 7th, follow these steps to take your training before the Finance go-live on May 
21st:  
 

1. Visit web.peralta.edu/oneperalta/training-materials  
2. Watch the video about how to take training  
3. Click the Online Training tab and find the training link that applies to your role  
4. Log in to Canvas 
5. Take your online training!  

 

file:///C:/Users/djohn/Desktop/All%20Documents/Peralta/Communications/web.peralta.edu/oneperalta/training-materials
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Need help with online training? Come to our lab hours!  
 
The ONEPeralta team will host all-day lab hours at all four campuses to help you log in to 
Canvas and answer your questions.  
 

Date Time Campus Room 

Monday May 7 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  Berkeley City College  451A 

Tuesday May 8 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM College of Alameda A205 

Wednesday May 9 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM Merritt College   L131 

Thursday May 10 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  Laney College F-170  

 
What about classroom training?  
 
Classroom trainings will only be held for Purchasing and General Ledger Journals’ users, due 
to the complexity of the processes. Calendar invites have already been sent to these users 
for the week of May 14.  
 
Note: ONEPeralta Finance training is only for faculty, administrators, and staff who use the 
Finance system (e.g. Requisitions, POs, General Ledger, Budget, Accounting, etc.). For 
everyone else, no action is required!  The HR and Student systems won’t be changing until 
the fall.  
 

BRJ and Associates 
On Monday, April 23, Bonnie James and his colleagues presented the Facilities and Finance 
Review to the Cabinet. The presentation generated many questions and thought-provoking 
comments.  For example, there were comments pertaining to the function of the proposed 
Executive Vice Chancellor position. The sentiment seemed to be that this position is 
necessary, but needs to be examined in the context of the entire organizational structure.  As 
I listened carefully to the exchange of ideas, I realized that one of the greatest necessities for 
the District is to effectively manage our administrative affairs, and to communicate our 
functions widely to the Colleges.   Although the District currently manages Academic Affairs, 
Student Services, and Administrative Affairs, I can envision a future where management has 
a more pronounced emphasis on administrative operations that will ensure a more functional 
infrastructure and the engagement of ongoing evaluation. 
 

BRJ is scheduled to make a presentation to the Board on May 8.  We will move into the 
exploration of implementing recommendations shortly thereafter.  The Report will be made 
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available to everyone after the Board meeting.  BRJ has met with different constituents’ 
groups and shared the Report widely. 
 
Trustee Weinstein and the Lao Family Foundation 
Recently, Dr. Weinstein and I met with Kathy Chao Rothberg from the Lao Family Foundation 
and discussed some potential partnerships with Peralta. She took us on a tour of new facilities 
they are rebuilding on 12th Street-- down the road from the District Office. The Foundation 
provides valuable training for refugees and adults. We plan to develop an MOU and 
agreement to serve individuals in the area. Our conversation was fruitful, and we anticipate 
some forward-moving action. 
 

Update on Students Going to China 
I met last week with some of the students going to China, a group of students who are 
receiving the support of the Congressional Black Caucus. I shared the information with you 
last week and there is a possibility of raising the total number by two more students. The 
chaperones and I discussed information about China with these students. In particular, I 
emphasized their roles as representatives of Peralta, California and the United States. We 
shared information on appropriate behavior and respect for the host country. 
 

DAS Presidents 
The DAS Presidents and I met last week. We discussed the effectiveness of the additional 
release time we allocated to them. We discussed forming an Advisory Committee for 
Measure B apart and separate from the Oversight Committee. Finally, we discussed my 
decision to restore funding for UMOJA programs at each College from the diversity funding 
of the District Office, as the reduction or elimination of the funding had not been evident to 
me. 
 
Spring Break 2018 at COA 
8 EOPS/NextUp Students Tour 6 Historical Black Colleges/Universities 
Submitted by Tina Vasconcellos, COA 
2018 represents the third year in which College of Alameda took advantage of the State of 
California's partnerships with Historical Black Colleges and Universities.  The EOPS/CARE and 
CAFYES programs sponsored 8 students on a tour of 8 HBCUS.  
 
The tour began in Atlanta, GA where students visited the King center, the final resting place 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott King. Students then visited Clark Atlanta 
University, Morehouse College, and Spellman College.  
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Two of the students who attended the tour received on-the-spot admission into Clark 
Atlanta University:  Alaa Abdeleraman for Psychology and Malik Sims for Film School. Malik 
will have the privilege of participating in the same film program as legendary film maker 
Spike Lee. Both students will attend Clark University in Spring 2019. Thus far, we have 3 
students who have transferred from COA to Clark Atlanta University. This year we have 
doubled our transfer to Clark with 7 students who will be attending Clark University in Fall 
2018. 
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After a great time in Atlanta, we headed to Florida to visit Edward Waters College in 
Jacksonville, FL and Florida A&M in Tallahassee, FL. Students were most impressed with 
Florida A&M and all that it had to offer. Florida A&M University is a public institution that 
was founded in 1887. Florida A&M University, located in the hills of Tallahassee, is the only 
historically black institution in the State University System of Florida. The school’s mission is 
to educate African-Americans, but it accepts students of every race, ethnic origin and 
nationality. Although the "A&M" in its name stands for Agricultural and Mechanical, the 
university offers about 60 Bachelor's degrees in a wide range of studies, with Architecture, 
Journalism and Psychology among the most popular undergraduate majors. 
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Rounding off the tour, we visited three universities in Louisiana. Students visited Southern 
University in Baton Rouge, LA, Dillard University and Xavier University in New Orleans. 
Students were thoroughly impressed with each school. Dillard University offered a dynamic 
Nursing program and Xavier has a top-rated Pharmacy school. Students also had the 
opportunity to soak in some of the culture and local cuisine.  

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 11 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 12 

 
Through this experience, COA students have now created a network of support for each 
other and have developed strong, meaningful relationships. This opportunity created for 
our students is a great one; because of this experience, our students had the opportunity to 
witness, touch, and experience Black Excellence.  Our students have been made aware that 
they, too, can be a part of a legacy of greatness which we’ve seen on these campuses. They 
will be forever changed. 
 
 

A New Book from One of Our Own 
I recently received an email from Mark Greenside, former PCCD English, History and 
Political Science faculty member and former PFT President and Grievance Officer (among 
his many talents) announcing the May 8 publication of his new book: (not quite) 
Mastering the Art of French Living.  Here is an excerpt from his publisher: 

 

 

“Every year upon arriving in Plobien, the small Breton town where he spends his summers, 
American writer Mark Greenside picks back up where he left off with his faux-pas–filled 
Francophile life. Mellowed and humbled, but not daunted (OK, slightly daunted), he faces 
imminent concerns: What does he cook for a French person? Who has the right- of-way 
when entering or exiting a roundabout? Where does he pay for a parking ticket? And most 
dauntingly of all, when can he touch the tomatoes?  

Despite the two decades that have passed since Greenside’s snap decision to buy a house in 
Brittany and begin a bi-continental life, the quirks of French living still manage to confound 
him. Continuing the journey begun in his 2009 memoir about beginning life in France, (Not 
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Quite) Mastering the Art of French Living details Greenside’s daily adventures in his adopted 
French home, where the simplest tasks are never straightforward but always end in a great 
story. Through some hits and lots of misses, he learns the rules of engagement, how he gets 
what he needs—which is not necessarily what he thinks he wants—and how to be grateful 
and thankful when (especially when) he fails, which is more often than he can believe.  

Introducing the English-speaking world to the region of Brittany in the tradition of Peter 
Mayle’s homage to Provence, Mark Greenside’s first book, I’ll Never Be French, continues to 
be among the bestselling books about the region today. Experienced Francophiles and 
armchair travelers alike will delight in this new chapter exploring the practical and 
philosophical questions of French life, vividly brought to life by Greenside’s humor and 
affection for his community.”  

It so happened that I visited Bretagne in 2005; having a French heritage made me enjoy 
Mark’s trials and triumphs.  A great writer, he takes you in and you live the experience with 
him—experiences that can happen in many parts of the world.  Mark’s love for Peralta is 
undeniable and he makes us proud.  …bonne chance à toi, Mark… 
 
 
May PBIM Committee Meetings 
Both DTC and DFC meet this Friday, May 4, in the District Board Room: 
 

 District Facilities Committee (DFC) meets from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

 District Technology Committee (DTC) meets from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
 
Please join us for our final DFC and DTC meetings of the AY 2017-2018 year. 

 
 

 
Jowel C. Laguerre, Ph.D. 

Chancellor 
 

In honor of Mark Greenside: A French proverb explained 

“Quand on a pas ce que l’on aime, il faut aimer ce que l’on a” is a beautifully worded 

proverb that’s full of good sense. Its translation is: “When one doesn’t have the things that 
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one loves, one must love what one has.” It reflects the saying, “Want what you have and 

you’ll have what you want,” which is to say that you must be content with what you currently 

hold, however little it may be. In this way, we avoid the burden of wanting things out of 

reach, and become grateful for the things that are before us now. If you say this proverb at 

the appropriate time, the French will surely be intrigued by such wisdom, and perhaps 

commend you for it with a “Perrier” or a glass of wine. 


