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A few words before we start 

 

If you are moving your course from Moodle to Canvas there are quite a few tools in 
Moodle that have no equivalent in Canvas.  Also, certain important items, like files 
that you have uploaded to Moodle, assignments and forums, will not transfer when 
you import a backup Moodle file.  

For this reason, when you begin your 
course conversion, plan to spend some 
time importing and also copying and 
pasting content. Canvas provides a tool 
to help with this process: The Course 
Checklist: Using the Checklist can help you 
to do your conversion in a controlled way 
that will make sense and help you stay on 
track. 

 

You can also simply use the navigation links provided 
on the home page of Canvas to progress in your 
conversion if you feel comfortable doing a more “free 
form” process 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The instructions below will show you a step by step approach to converting your 
Moodle course. 
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How to do a Course Import from Moodle to Canvas:  

Open your Moodle course and go to Administration/Backup 
and create a backup file. 

If you have never backed up a Moodle course, here is a video 
on how to do it. (video link) 

 

 

 

 

Once you have opened your Canvas shell, go to Settings and 
fill in the course details.   

 

You can also use this 

screen to import your 

backup file, if you 

choose not to use the 

Course Checklist 
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From the Home Page of your course, access the Course Checklist Tool 

 

Start with the first item on the list “Import Content” 

 

 

Choose Moodle 
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Once your content is uploaded, you will see a button that allows you to select 

content that you want to import 

 

This box has a list of drop down categories which you should take a good look at, in 

some cases you will find that items that you had hoped to import didn’t make it. For 

example, in the import screen below, none of the discussion forums from the 

original Moodle class made it in the import process. At the same time, some of the 

content was duplicated, ie modules transferred as modules and also as “wikis”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This means if you decide to just import everything you will have to do some clean up 

before you are done. 
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Here is an Example 

In this course conversion, the content that was in the content modules in the 

Moodle course was copied twice, once as a Module and once as a Wiki, leading to 

duplication 

 

The “Wiki” content is really only suitable for a Title 

To fix this issue, edit the Title area (Module settings)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For a neater look 
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Assignments 

If your assignments don’t transfer, you will have to copy and paste them into Canvas 

You can use the Course Checklist 

 

Which will take you to 

this screen, where 

you can add 

assignments one by 

one, by cutting and 

pasting your 

assignment directions 

 

You can also begin to add Assignments simply by clicking on the Assignments link in 

the Course Navigation 

The good news is if you have live links or links to external resources in your 

directions, these will copy over into the Canvas HTML editor 
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Scroll down to below the HTML editor to see the settings for your assignment, these 

are very similar to the assignment settings in Moodle 

One item available to you in Canvas that you won’t see in Moodle is the ability to set 

peer reviews. If you are interested in this, here is more info: 

http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/54366-what-is-a-peer-review-assignment  

http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/54366-what-is-a-peer-review-assignment
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Now save 

your 

assignment 

 

http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/40072-how-do-i-add-a-rubric-to-an-

assignment  

Putting your Assignments in their Place 

Once you have taken the time to re-create your assignments in Canvas, you can 

access the list of assignments by clicking on the Assignments link in the navigation 

on the home page (this is similar to the Assignments link in the Activity block in 

Moodle) 

If you want to add a 

rubric at this point, use 

this tool 

 

http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/40072-how-do-i-add-a-rubric-to-an-assignment
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/40072-how-do-i-add-a-rubric-to-an-assignment
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At this point you are going to want to place your assignments in the correct 

modules. 

Each module has a plus sign that can be used to add activities or resources to each 

module 

 

In the example below, I am adding an Assignment to Week 3. The assignment name 

appears in the box as a choice.  Simply click on the correct assignment name and 

then Add Item 
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Adding Forums to Canvas 

Forums don’t appear in the Course Checklist, so you can begin this process from the 

Navigation menu 

 

Click the + Discussion button 

 

Once again, you will need to copy and paste from your original Moodle forum.  

Good news! It seems that graphical elements can also be copied and pasted. 

Here are the assignment settings, choose the 

options you want 

Don’t forget to Save 

More info about creating discussions in 

Canvas here: https://guides.instructure.com/m/8472/l/49996-how-do-i-create-a-

discussion-as-an-instructor  

You may also want to read the directions on “Pinning” discussions, this is an 

important feature in Canvas that Moodle does not offer 

https://guides.instructure.com/m/8472/l/49996-how-do-i-create-a-discussion-as-an-instructor
https://guides.instructure.com/m/8472/l/49996-how-do-i-create-a-discussion-as-an-instructor
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http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/123560-how-do-i-pin-a-discussion-on-the-

index-page  

Once again, you will add this discussion to the correct module using the plus sign 

 

And the drop down menu, in this case I have chosen Discussion from the drop down, 

and any discussion that I have added appear in the list 

 

 

  

http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/123560-how-do-i-pin-a-discussion-on-the-index-page
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/123560-how-do-i-pin-a-discussion-on-the-index-page


Converting from Moodle to Canvas 

Page 12 of 21 
 

Moodle Books 

There is no “Book” tool in Canvas, so if you are have created your Moodle content in 

Books, once again you will have to copy and paste, using the Page tool in Canvas 

You will probably want to do this in a module. In this example I am creating a New 

Content page, I have also included the title. Next click Add Item 

 

This creates a Page in the 

module 

 

Pages have their own built-in navigation that automatically updates as pages of 

content are added 
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Question Banks 

The good news is that you can import your question banks from Moodle to Canvas. 

In fact, your question bank should not need a separate import, it should just come 

along for the ride when you back up your Moodle course and import it to Canvas. 

To use your questions, use the Quizzes link in the left side navigation, and click on 

the gear in the top right corner to manage your Question Banks. 

 

Here are your questions 

 

You can learn a lot more about Question banks in Canvas here 

http://guides.instructure.com/s/2204/searches?utf8=%E2%9C%93&text=Question+bank&commit=Search
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Just like in Moodle, you have to create a Quiz first, and then add the questions.  Use 

the gear in your quiz to edit it 

 

You will probably see a lot of similarities to quiz settings that you are used to in 

Moodle. Be sure to scroll all the way down to set up all options 

Here are some Canvas help materials on Quizzes 

 

As always, don’t forget to 

Save 

 

 

 

Getting your question bank questions into your Canvas Quiz 

http://guides.instructure.com/searches?utf8=%E2%9C%93&text=Quizzes&commit=Search
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This is in the Quiz Settings 

 

Click on Find Questions 

 

Which will take you to your Question Banks 
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Your questions will populate in the quiz 

 

 

You can add new questions or a new group of questions at the bottom 

 

 Just like in Moodle, you can preview your quiz 
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Labels 

Although there is no way to bring your Labels in Moodle over to Canvas via 

conversion, you may want to explore Canvas Text Headers 

These are added to your Home or Module page using the plus sign 

 

 

Type in the Header text and 

decide if you want your header 

to be indented 

 

 

 

If you decide to organize your 

content using headings, you 

can drag the content around and rearrange it as needed 
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Surveys 

Canvas provides a way for you to administer an anonymous survey, simply using the 

Quiz tool. You can create an Ungraded survey, and make submission anonymous.  

This provides you with a way to get feedback from students at the midpoint and end 

of your course.  

 

 

 

 

Just like in a Quiz, you use the Questions tab to add questions 
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A few cool things you can do in Canvas 

 

Canvas has some tools and tricks that were not available in Moodle, and that can 

really add some nice touches to your course 

 

Set any page as your Home Page 

 

First, check out the Canvas content on this here 

http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/57075-how-do-i-change-the-course-home-

page  

Once your course is published, you will see the option to set any page as the home 

page. This means you can change what students see each week when they log in to 

the course if you like which gives you a lot of control over course setup.   

http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/57075-how-do-i-change-the-course-home-page
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/57075-how-do-i-change-the-course-home-page
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The “Insert Content into Page” Tool 

 

When you are editing a Page in Canvas, you can use the Insert Content into Page 

side menu to add a live link to any content in your course.  In the example below I 

have created a link to an assignment in the module.  

 

You can also add items that appear in the left side navigation into the page using 

this tool 
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Also, the Insert Content into Page tool takes the place of the 

File Picker in Moodle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Syllabus Tool 

 

Canvas has a Syllabus tool, you will want to know how it works before you begin 

adding other content to your course 

Here is a video that gives you an overview of the Syllabus tool 

 

http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40819-syllabus-overview-video

