
PERALTA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR 

C-DIRECT 
Special Edition  

Vol. 38 
October 2, 2018 

Award Winning Peralta Community Colleges 
The Peralta Community College District was recently the recipient of $3, 299, 840 
dollars in federal and state funding awards.   
  
On September 27, 2018, the College of Alameda (CoA) received notification of a $3M 
funding award from the U.S. Department’s Economic Development Administration 
(EDA) to renovate, expand, and modernize the College of Alameda Aviation 
Maintenance Technology Training facility. The federal application process was a multi-
year project led by a CoA team comprised of President Karas, Department Chair Hoi 
Ko, Aviation Site Supervisor Ester Cheng, Dean Eva Jennings, and (former) interim 
Dean of Research and Planning Karen Engel. This team received additional support 
from District facilities to complete technical and site information, as well as critical 
support from Community and industry partners: United Airlines, Alaska Airlines, 
Absolute Aero Maintenance, Port of Oakland, the Association of Bay Area 
Governments, and Congresswoman Barbara Lee. 
  
This EDA award will provide needed resources to modernize and expand the aviation 
facility to serve more students, to meet increased regional workforce needs, and to 
strengthen community building. The Aviation Maintenance Technology (AMT) program 
creates higher skill and higher paying jobs for the region’s workforce and helps local 
aviation employers meet the increased demand for qualified aviation technicians. 
With a wait list of over 70 individuals, the current facility does not allow CoA to meet 
student demand and workforce needs. With this funding award, CoA will be able to 
improve its facility to meet the current and future labor-market requirements. 

EDA grants are awarded through a competitive process based upon the application’s 
merit, the applicant’s eligibility, and the availability of funds. 

This opportunity would not have been noticed without the hard work of our Trustees 
who have spent time in Washington, D.C. seeking support for Peralta.  President 
Brown, VP Riley, Trustees Bonilla, Handy and Withrow spent countless hours looking 
for opportunities such as this one for Peralta.  Furthermore, they constantly inquired 
about the status of the proposal that has gone through many hands and many 
iterations.   
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In addition to the EDA grant award, an additional 100,000 was awarded to College of 
Alameda, 99,840 to Berkeley City College (BCC), and 100,000 to Merritt College (a 
total of $299,840 awarded to all 3 Peralta Colleges).  These awards were part of the 
California Community Colleges’ Board of Governors grant funding to expand and 
enhance Veterans Resource Centers throughout California’s community colleges; 29 
community colleges were granted monies to improve their Veterans Resource Centers.   

Currently, more than 90 of the 114 California community colleges have a Veterans 
Resource Center dedicated to supporting Veterans and active duty service members to 
transition from the military to earning a college education.  Again, the grant funding 
was awarded through a competitive process. 

What a week for reaping what we have so carefully sowed!  Peralta’s hard work has 
paid off and our students will be the primary beneficiaries.  The week before last 
also saw the Governing Board honoring 27 Career Education programs that received 
awards from the state for meeting high goals of excellence and providing 
employment for our students.  

I am proud of Peralta and all the individuals who worked so hard to earn these 
funds. 

Note on Recent Media News 
The District has recently been put in the news with information shared with the 
media by some of our colleagues.  News has hit our mailboxes, the Bay Area 
newspapers and, more recently, Inside Higher Education.  Some of the inaccurate 
news, of course, pointed to my administration and to me, yet the fact remains that 
we have served and are serving the District well and will continue to do so.  As 
many of us are working hard to entice new bond and parcel tax funding for the 
District, we cannot take too much time to defend and respond to the many 
inaccuracies.  This election promises to be historic in the lives of Peralta as both 
measures seek to transform the future for our students and for our employees.  Let 
us remain focused, my friends. 

Jowel C. Laguerre, Ph.D. 
Chancellor 

1988 Kansas Christa McAuliffe Fellow 
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