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Clutch moves from overseas
Japanese players bolster Eagles baseball with key hits and pitching 

er. We don’t do that in Japan.”
Focus on the field is different in 

other ways too, Eguchi said.
“In defense, Japanese coaches 

want certainty [that the play will be 
made]. Here, speed is praised,” he 
said.

Eguchi shows off his ability to do 
both at second base. 

He has played 16 games with a 
fielding percentage of .935 while 
racking up 17 put outs and 26 assists.

These Japanese students aren’t 

nings in nine games. 
Hitters have a .200 batting average 

against him. 
“It’s been up and down for him, 

but it’s been better as of late,” Zapata 
said. 

Kano has also given up five walks 
and hit seven batters.

The American baseball emphasis 
on statistics was noted by Kano.

“Here, everything is data,” he said. 
“How many pitches, inside or out-
side, everything is put in the comput-

The road to baseball glory is 
paved with clutch hits.

Laney’s Masayuki Eguchi, batting 
first in the bottom of the sixth inning 
against Los Medanos College on April 
17, ripped a ground single into right 
field to start the rally that would beat 
the Mustangs 4-1 and knock LMC out 
of first place in the Bay Valley Confer-
ence.

It also brought an end to Mustang 
pitcher Dominic Arias’ perfect game. 

After allowing the single, Arias 
walked Laney catcher Jesus Manzo.

 LMC put in left-hander Scott Mey-
lan to face left-fielder Kameron Proc-
tor with nobody out and runners on 
first and second.

Proctor’s successful sacrifice bunt 
moved the runners to second and 
third.

Then, lead-off hitter Kevin Whita-
ker crushed a three-run homer over 
the left-field fence. 

More stellar batting and base-run-
ning followed, with the Eagles scor-
ing again that inning. 

It all started with Eguchi’s clutch 
single to right.

Eguchi, 19, came 4,892 miles from 
snowy Aomori at the northern end of 
Japan to play baseball for Laney.

Yuki Kano flew even further—5,142 
miles from Tokyo, Japan. 

He is a middle-inning relief pitcher 
for the Eagles.

“He has talent,” head coach Fran-
cisco Zapata said, “and a pretty good 
split-finger fastball in the low 80’s.”

Kano, 25, has appeared in 7-1/3 in-
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the first from another country to con-
tribute to the baseball team. 

Laney baseball players have come 
from Columbia and The Netherlands 
as well, Zapata said.

There are over 500 students from 
other countries attending school in 
the Peralta district, Athletics Direc-
tor John Beam said, although most of 
them are not athletes as well.

“I had to try out to play baseball,” 
Kano said, “so I went to Seattle and 
Oregon, and then I decided to come 
here. The school is a good location, 
close to San Francisco, and they have 
good coaches. I like it here.”

Both students are enrolled in ESL 
classes.

“They do their best and have a 
great attitude,” Zapata said.

The language barrier is the biggest 
challenge these players face, he said. 

Eguchi and Kano are finishing up 
their freshman year, so they will be 
back to play for Laney in the 2019 sea-
son.

During the summer, they both plan 
to visit their homes in Japan.

Documentary smokes big tobacco companies

The Laney Forum became a cen-
ter for strategizing and sharing ideas 
about how to fight a war.

The war has gone on for 60 years, 
and the battlefield is spread across 
America’s cities. It’s the war tobacco 
companies have been waging against 
the black community, according to 
organizers.

At the April 13 gathering, speakers 
and a documentary addressed “Black 
Lives and Black Lungs,” which is the 
movie’s name. These facts stood out: 
tobacco companies have launched 
campaigns to aggressively sell their 
products in predominantly Black ar-
eas for decades and the same com-
panies have intentionally marketed 
menthol cigarettes toward the Black 
community.

“Tobacco-related diseases are still 
the number one cause of death in the 
African-American community,” said 
filmmaker Lincoln Mondy in his doc-
umentary. 

About 20 people came to the event. 
Panelists were Rakiah Anderson, a 
tobacco researcher working at Oak-
land’s Prevention Research Center; 
Mondy, who spearheaded the film; 
and Vincent Garrett, a former Merritt 

College student, now studying at the 
University of San Francisco, who quit 
smoking after Laney Tobacco-Less 
Club President Marlene Hurd talked 
to him on Merritt’s campus.

The audience brought just as 
much passion as the guest speakers. 

“I’m 73. I lost a father—who was a 
Tuskegee Airman—to his pipe,” said 
MJ Abdul Al-Bari, who has a master’s 
in psychology. He engrossed other 
audience members with a passion-
ate extended commentary about the 
danger of tobacco. 

Al-Bari added that when Africans 
were brought to the United States to 
become slaves, many were forced to 
work in tobacco fields.

Tobacco companies are “the num-
ber-one warring agent against our 
people,” said Al-Bari. 

Several audience members ques-
tioned the panel, and one man even 
stood up and gave a heartfelt “thank 
you” to the speakers for their efforts 
to help his community.

Audience members and panel-
ists discussed their anger with black 
leaders like the Rev. Al Sharpton. 
Some in the audience said Sharpton 
and others take money from ciga-
rette makers and refuse to publicly 
condemn “big tobacco.” 

The movie pointed out that some 
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Laney Eagles baseball players Yuki Kano and Masayuki Eguchi at Laney’s field before 
practice session. Kano spends his free time watching movies and relaxing. Eguchi enjoys 
listening to music, talking with his family., and photography. (Photo by Eva Hannan)

members of the Congressional Black 
Caucus have received money from to-
bacco producers. 

Panelists talked about the nega-
tive cycle of smoking, which is hard to 
stop. Parent smokers set examples for 
their kids, making it more likely chil-
dren will also smoke. 

The pattern has continued over de-
cades. Tobacco “becomes a virus and 
it spreads,” once in the community, 
said Garrett. 

An economics student from Mer-
ritt College said he came to learn even 
more about what he considers the ra-
cial propaganda from tobacco market-

ers. 
“You’ll see it too when you watch 

TV: you’ll see black people smoking 
a lot,” said Don, who did not want 
his last name used. “When you see 
everything, you have to realize it’s a 
message they want to put out there.” 

Hurd said Laney is technically a 
smoke-free campus, but she knows 
people smoke. 

“People tell me ‘Miss Hurd, we’re 
a smoke-free campus, but people still 
smoke.’” Hurd said she knows of one 
campus spot in particular. “A couple 
students told me, ‘they (other stu-
dents) smoke in the Laney Garden.’” 

Rakiah 
Anderson 
(left), 
Marlene 
Hurd (back-
ground), 
Lincoln 
Mondy, and 
Vincent Gar-
rett address 
students at 
the Black 
Lives, Black 
Lungs 
discussion. 
(Photo 
by Nicole 
Lovett)

laney Eagles Baseball 
Home schedule:

vs. Los Medanos College

april 21 @ 1:00 p.m.

vs. Solano College 

april 24 @ 2:30 p.m. 

vs. Solano College 

april 28 @2:30 p.m.




