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PERALTA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 
MEASURE A CITIZEN’S BOND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MEETING 

ADOPTED MINUTES   
 
 

Date:  January 28, 2011  
Location:  District Office Boardroom  
Start Time:   2:00 pm 
End Time:   4:00 pm  
 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  

 
Term 

Term 
Expires 

 
Present

Not 
Present

Polly Amrein, Senior Organization Rep 2 yrs. 2012   
Helene Lecar, Community at Large Rep 1 yr. 2011   
Kate Quick, Community at Large Rep 2 yrs. 2012   
Jim Stonehouse, Taxpayer’s Organization Rep  2 yrs. 2012   
Bill Patterson, Peralta College Foundation Rep 2 yrs. 2012   
Odell Johnson, Senior Organization  2 yrs. 2011   
Stephanie Ccasenza, Peralta College Foundation  2 yrs. 2011   
Jurena Storm, Student College Group  2 yrs. 2012    
 
DISTRICT STAFF PRESENT:  
Bill Withrow, Trustee  
Dr. Sadiq B. Ikharo, Vice Chancellor of General Services  
Rosemary Vazquez, Executive Assistant, General Services (Recorder)  
Ronald Gerhard, Vice Chancellor of Finance & Administration  
 
GUESTS:   None  
 
AGENDA & DISCUSSIONS 
 
1. Approval of Agenda  

 
2. Approve Amended Minutes from meeting of July 21, 2010. 

 
3. Audit Reports for Measure A expenditures, 2008-09, 2009-2010 (Ron Gerhard, Helene 

Lecar) 
 
4. Consider Finding 10-5 in the 2009-2010 audit report, (p.12), Material Weakness in the 

Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee, the Auditor’s Recommendation and the District’s 
Response. 

 
5. Discussion on Committee Membership and Structure (Dr. Ikharo)  
 
 
Chair Lecar opened the meeting at 2:10. p.m.  A quorum was recognized.   
 
Today’s meeting agenda was approved unanimously, by consensus.  
 
Chair Lecar gave a brief summary of the Governors proposed Budget for 2011-2012.  The 
Governor’s proposal reflects the difficult choices that will be necessary to balance California’s 
budget this year and into the future. 
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Dr. Ikharo also provided information relating to the effect the Governor proposed budget will have 
on Community Colleges.   The total funding reduction for community colleges is $290 million. 
 
VC Gerhard reported on the Measure A Audits for 2008-2009 and 2009-2010 sharing that both 
reports have received unqualified opinions.  
 
Trustee Withrow provide clarification on bond contingencies.  Group briefly discussed page 10 
of the 2008-2009 audit, “09-1 Interfund Borrowing”.  Trustee Withrow  reminded the committee 
that the material weakness relating to financial issues, listed in the reports, have been resolved 
and shared that this years audit was completed on time.  The Board is working on a resolution 
to all other material weakness.  
 
Mr. Stonehouse noted it took the District 2 years to generate these reports and asked who is 
responsible to assure future audits are received in a timely manner.  
 
Trustee Withrow commented that this year the Audit was completed on time.  Financial issues 
have been resolved.  The District is working with the Board to resolve all other issues.  
 
Vice Chancellor Gerhard reported on the Measure A Audits for FYE 2009 and FYE 2010.  Both 
received unqualified opinions.  VC Gerhard also provided a summary of the bond fund and led 
a discussion relating page 10 (09-1 Interfund Borrowing).   VC Gerhard noted that the District 
has developed procedures and has basic mechanisms in place to ensure that interfund 
borrowing cash flow purposes of paying operating expenses of the District is allowable under 
compliance with the requirements of Proposition 39.  
 
Committee discussed the Brown Act and what constitutes a quorum.  Chair Lecar commented 
that four memberships should be a reasonable majority to form a quorum.  
 
Committee discussed membership recruitment and the qualification standards. The goal is to 
submit recommendations to the Board by June 2011.  Chair Lecar asked that this process be 
completed sooner.   
 
Trustee Withrow suggested conducting a  formal orientation process of newly appointed 
committee members, documented and recorded.  Orientation should include a complete 
understanding of the charter of this committee and its by-laws.  Chair Lecar added that serving 
on this committee is a major commitment.   
 
Group discussed the committee’s duty to provide annual reports to the Board, which would 
include a summary of the Committee’s proceeding and activities for the proceeding year.  Chair 
Lecar noted that there needs to be clarification on who the point of contact person is if the 
committee has questions regarding this committee’s charter and Measure A expenditures.  
Regular input would be helpful, given the current financial status at Peralta.  
 
Committee Quick concurred that documenting yearly activities and accomplishment would be 
beneficial as an historical record.  
 
Trustee Withrow explained Measure A accountability requirement relating to reporting to the 
Board.  Per the committee’s by-laws, this committee is required to present to the Board, in a 
public session, an annual written report.    He would like to see reports given twice a year vs. 
one a year.  As a fact-finding committee, this information would be appreciated.  
 
Chair Lecar suggested extending an invitation to Charles Adams, Jones Hall, Jones-Hall (bond 
counsel), to attend  a future meeting to brief this committee on the role of the Bond Counsel as 
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it relates to Measure A and to provide clarification on issues relating to expenditures of specific  
bond proceeds by the District.  
 
Dr. Ikharo will make arrangements for this committee to tour the Measure A Capital Project at 
Berkeley City College.   Committee agreed on a date for bus tour to  BCC; March 23, 2011 
from 1 pm to 2 pm.   In addition, Dr. Ikharo is planning to arrange another bus tour of all four 
campuses to observe completed and in-progress Measure A capital improvement/projects. 
Public officials, selected organizations, and members of the public will be invited to attend. The 
date and time of the tour is to be determined.   
 
Dr. Ikharo summarized the Bi-Annual Measure A expenditures reports (July 1 2006 through 
June 30, 2010).  These reports are also posted on the Measure A webpage. Discussions 
included:  
 
 Encumbrance information:  Chair Lecar asked for information relating to encumbered; what 

is spent and what is in reserve?  
 
 Kaiser Project:   Dr. Ikharo gave an update.  No decision has been made.  Due diligence 

process has not been complete.  A request to extend the Exclusive Negotiation Agreement 
(ENA) has been sent to the City of Oakland.  More information will be shared as it arises.   

 
 Bond Interests & Loans:  A suggestion was made to produce another document a separate 

report the lists this information.  
 
Trustee Withrow recommended that the DGS also provide a document to address, in writing, 
discrepancies and reconcile figures, as a matter of record.  He also spoke briefly on the budget 
cuts, explaining legislative issues relating to budget cuts and enrollment caps.  
 
Committee member Johnson commented that the Board of Trustees should have more 
discussions on the needs to support services to the students especially low-income and the 
disenfranchised. It is important to keep PCCD’s core mission in spite of cap requirements. 
 
Meeting concluded with a brief discuss on the definition of student success and the importance 
to ensure student access, provide services to support high-levels of student achievement, and 
to promote the mission of the District to enhance enrollment growth.  
 
Next Meeting is scheduled for May 20, 2011, 2 pm – 4 pm.   
 
Bus Tour to Berkeley City College is scheduled for March 23, 2011 at 1 pm.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:50 pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


