February 2010 Update  

Need for Consultant to Write RFP for 
Purchase and Migration of New Library System
Peralta Community College District Libraries
 

On February 2, 2010, District Librarian representatives Shirley Coaston and Evelyn Lord met with Vice Chancellor Sadiq Ikharo, Purchasing Compliance Manager John Banisadr and Planner Atheria Smith to discuss moving ahead with the consulting contract with Dick Boss.

The total cost of the consulting contract with Mr. Boss. is $6,600 plus an estimated $710 in reimbursable costs.  The scope of the contract includes needs assessment, RFP preparation, response evaluation, contract negotiation, contract review and implementation assistance.
During the February 2 meeting, the Purchasing Compliance Manager expressed concerns about Mr. 
Boss’s hourly fee and the legality of the district negotiating a contract following an RFP process.  However, the group determined to move forward on the contract and Mr. Banisadr called Mr. Boss the next morning.  Mr. Banisadr left a message to the librarians indicating that Mr. Boss was upset by his questions regarding whether or not Mr. Boss could legally negotiate a contract and that Mr. Boss no longer desired to work with the Peralta district.  The library system administrator received an email from Mr. Boss the next day that clearly showed that he is still interested in working with the district.

One further follow-up:  In the early 2000s, City College of San Francisco hired Mr. Boss for these same services, including contract negotiation.  The chair of the CCSF library migration committee strongly recommends Mr. Boss’s services.  He said that Mr. Boss was extremely helpful and saved their district money in the negotiations.

The District Librarians would like approval to hire Mr. Boss as per his original proposal..
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