
We would like to welcome you to the Peralta Colleges, a com-

munity of four colleges – Berkeley City College, College of Alameda and Laney 

and Merritt Colleges in Oakland – that are steadfast in our commitment to serve 

the educational and workforce training needs of students from Alameda, Albany, 

Berkeley, Emeryville, Oakland and Piedmont.  

 We are all aware of the difficult economic times we face, and the budget cut-

backs in higher education. However, we are keeping the “Peralta Promise” alive 

by serving more students than ever and offering a full range of classes and pro-

grams – from green jobs training to 

university transfer courses to life-long 

learning.  

 Although our budget from the State is being cut, we have 

received over $20 million in grants to provide unique, cutting edge 

programs, like the California Clean Energy Workforce Training and 

the National Science Foundation Advanced Technology programs. 

And through the passage of bond measures, we have been able to 

build state-of-the-art facilities that make the Peralta Colleges the East Bay’s best educational opportunity. 

That’s the Peralta Promise. 

   So if you are in need of career retraining, fresh out of high school, already on the col-

lege path looking to transfer to a four-year institution or just want to enjoy life-long learn-

ing opportunities, the Peralta Colleges offer what you need.  

   Our dedicated faculty and staff – some of the most qualified leaders in their field – 

provide you with a quality educational experience whether you take classes at one of our 

colleges or all of them. Make the most of the Peralta Promise by seeing what we offer. 

Our four convenient East Bay college campuses hold classes days, nights and weekends 

to fit your schedule. Visit us online to learn about our e-learning programs. 

   That’s the Peralta Promise. We’re here to serve you. 

A Message to our Community

visit us online peralta.edu
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the peralta colleges

 Come See Why the Peralta Colleges 
— Berkeley City College, College of Alameda, Laney College and 
Merritt College —  demonstrate the richness of the community college 
experience. With more than 150 programs and thousands of classes to 
choose from, you are free to explore a career path or focus on a spe-
cialized interest. Discover your potential through Peralta’s educational
programs. Peralta offers hands-on experience and goal-specific 
classes taught by award winning faculty and real-world industry
leaders.
 The worlds of biotechnology, computer and information 
sciences, multimedia, business and management, as well as technical 
skills programs and many other opportunities are open to you. Build
on existing strengths, learn new skills, develop your potential for the 
job market or further academic goals. The choice is yours at Peralta.

 The Peralta Colleges not only offer classes at times 
convenient to your schedule, but also provide you with an exciting va-
riety of campus-related events. Concerts, lectures, festivals, art exhibits, 
plays and other cultural and entertainment opportunities abound. Gym 
and swimming facilities, plus a wide assortment of sports activities, 
await you. There is also a broad range of student services, including 
academic advising, career development counseling, peer tutoring, 
legal services and specialized support groups that enhance the 
educational experience for all Peralta students.
 The opportunity is here. Experience the richness of the 
Peralta Colleges.
 Visit our Website www.Peralta.edu to view college 
schedules, select classes, pay fees or simply find out more about 
the Peralta Colleges.
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sheila lau
         - college of alameda

 Sheila Lau has come full circle in her education-
al journey. As a student at College of Alameda, Lau learned 
the value of higher education. “I realized that the College 
of Alameda was my doorway to higher education.” After 
graduating, Lau transferred to California State University, 
East Bay where she earned a BA in Psychology. She went on 
to earn her Master’s in Counseling Psychology from the Uni-
versity of San Francisco. And best of all, this fall she returned 
to College of Alameda as an articulation officer and director 
of the college’s Transfer Center. 

rick weaver
         - berkeley city college

 Rick Weaver’s American Sign Language classes at 
Berkeley City College forever changed the way he approaches 
his work as a California Highway Patrol officer. “A couple 
of Deaf friends encouraged me to take ASL classes at BCC,” 
Weaver recalls. “I had only intended to take a couple of courses, 
but teachers encouraged me to enroll in more ASL classes and 
build an in-depth understanding of deaf culture.”
 As he studied ASL, Weaver found that the Highway 
Patrol desperately needed someone with his skills. His 
knowledge of the Deaf community and his ASL language skill led 
the CHP officer to be a lead communicator with the Deaf at 
automobile collisions, investigations and in other professional 
and social situations. In recognition of his work, the CHP in 
2008 presented Weaver with a Disabled Awareness Award. 
Weaver says, “When I retire from CHP, I want to go into 
advanced interpreter training.  I love the language
and the culture.”

“ I couldn’t have done it
without Berkeley City College.”

“I realized that the College of Alameda 
was my doorway to higher education.”
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berkeley city college

college of alameda

2050 Center Street · Berkeley, CA 94704
(510) 981-2800

Just two blocks from the University of California, Berkeley, the new
energetic urban campus of Berkeley City College stands on the
cutting edge of community college education. University preparation
and occupational training classes form the core of Berkeley City
College’s curriculum, which also features model programs in fields 
as diverse as Biotechnology and Multimedia Arts.

555 Ralph Appezzato Memorial Parkway · Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 522-7221

College of Alameda, California’s only community college located 
on an island, is situated on a beautiful park-like campus that offers the
quiet of a suburban setting in a bustling urban environment. Founded
in 1970, College of Alameda has served more than 200,000 students
and enjoys a well-deserved reputation for the excellence of its
academic and vocational programs, such as Aviation Maintenance
and other transportation technologies and Apparel Design and Merchandising.

berkeley city collegeberkeley city college

 stands on the

555 Ralph Appezzato Memorial Parkway · Alameda, CA 94501

, California’s only community college located 

and other transportation technologies and Apparel Design and Merchandising.

berkeley city collegeberkeley city collegeberkeley city collegeberkeley city collegeberkeley city collegeberkeley city collegeberkeley city collegeberkeley city collegeberkeley city collegeberkeley city collegeberkeley city collegeberkeley city college

visit us online at berkeleycitycollege.edu

visit us online at alameda.peralta.edu
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laney college

merritt college

900 Fallon Street · Oakland, CA 94607
(510) 834-5740

Laney College, in the heart of vibrant, multicultural downtown
Oakland, features the cosmopolitan atmosphere and human energy of a 
big-city university. Laney is adjacent to the Oakland Museum of California, 
blocks from historic Chinatown and a pleasant stroll from Lake Merritt. 
Laney College provides its 14,000-plus students ready access to the city’s 
formidable intellectual, cultural and natural resources, as well as key 
programs such as Green Jobs Corps, Biomanufacturing and 
Environmental Control Technology.

12500 Campus Drive · Oakland, CA 94619
(510) 531-4911

Nestled in the hills above San Francisco Bay, Merritt College offers
students the opportunity to study in one of the most dramatic natural
settings in Northern California. With a panorama that includes the
Golden Gate Bridge and the Pacific Ocean, Merritt’s striking vistas
provide a breathtaking backdrop for a packed roster of first-rate
academic and vocational programs, such as Child Development and
Allied Health.

900 Fallon Street · Oakland, CA 94607
(510) 834-5740

Laney College
Oakland, features the cosmopolitan atmosphere and human energy of a 
big-city university. Laney is adjacent to the Oakland Museum of California, 
blocks from historic Chinatown and a pleasant stroll from Lake Merritt. 
Laney College provides its 14,000-plus students ready access to the city’s 
formidable intellectual, cultural and natural resources, as well as key 
programs such as Green Jobs Corps, Biomanufacturing and 
Environmental Control Technology.

12500 Campus Drive · Oakland, CA 94619
(510) 531-4911

Nestled in the hills above San Francisco Bay, 
students the opportunity to study in one of the most dramatic natural
settings in Northern California. With a panorama that includes the
Golden Gate Bridge and the Pacific Ocean, Merritt’s striking vistas
provide a breathtaking backdrop for a packed roster of first-rate
academic and vocational programs, such as Child Development and
Allied Health.

visit us online at laney.peralta.edu

visit us online at merritt.peralta.edu
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ray chavez
         - laney college

 Brett Sweeney arrived at Merritt College in the fall of 
2007, having barely graduated from high school – earning only a 1.6 
grade point average. But at the time he didn’t care; it was never his 
intention to attend college. Something changed in Sweeney, however, 
because at Merritt College he became an honor student his first semester 
and was on the Dean’s List each semester after that.  
 He became active with the Black Student Union and also took 
a leadership role in one of the newest programs at Merritt College, the 
Maximum Achievement Project (MAP), a program to assist students, 
especially African American males, to achieve academically. There he 
served as a peer advisor and tutored his fellow students in a host of 
academic subjects. 
 “MAP provided me with the support and services that reinforced 
my study skills and conceptual learning. The core of the program is its 
dedicated faculty, staff and counselors,” Sweeny says
 After two years of fulltime study – and working fulltime to help 
cover college expenses – Sweeney graduated with honors and two 
associate degrees. Moreover, he was accepted to UC Berkeley on a 
full academic scholarship. 
  If that isn’t enough, Sweeney, who is 20 years old, has even 
more responsibilities: He is the legal guardian of his younger teenage 
brother and provides full fiscal and physical support for his grandmother.  
  “At Merritt, I was able to grow and learn. Now, I’m an advocate 
for not only Merritt, but for all the Peralta Colleges.”

brett sweeney
- merritt college

 Ray Chavez has a passion for photography. 
And it all began at Laney College. A national, state and 
local award-winning photographer, Chavez credits Laney 
and its photography department for sparking his interest 
in photography. “It’s thanks to Laney that I am where I am 
today,” remarked Chavez. 
 After graduation, Laney faculty referred Chavez to 
the Oakland Tribune where he has now worked as a photo-
journalist for the past 15 years. 
 Chavez says, “I’m blessed to have a job where my 
talents and passion shows through the camera lens, and 
that I can capture the true essence of a story with a picture.” 
Chavez believes that Laney’s affordable tuition, its diversity 
and commitment to education played an important role in his 
success. “While at Laney, faculty and staff mentored me – 
now I am a mentor to others.”

“It’s thanks to Laney that I am where I am today.”

“Merritt College provided
me with a wealth of resources
that helped me and I now use 

those same skills as I study
Political Science at Cal.”
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 We all know how California’s state 

budget woes have negatively impacted community 

colleges and will continue to do so for the foresee-

able future.  Despite the financial problems the 

state’s budget has caused for higher education, at 

Berkeley City College, College of Alameda, Laney 

and Merritt Colleges in Oakland, when the going 

gets tough, the tough get creative. We’ve managed 

to continue to provide you with quality, affordable 

educational opportunities.

 The Peralta Colleges have been 

busy in these tough times finding alternative sources 

of educational dollars. Through a commitment to 

serving community educational needs, the Peralta 

Colleges have secured some $20 million in grants 

to serve students in a variety of ways. Many of these 

grants involve the latest trends in industry. And we 

help students learn and then find employment in such 

fields as Green Jobs and Environmental Technology.

 We’re open for business at the 

Peralta Colleges. Take a look at some of our grant 

programs – you might find just what you’re looking 

for.

grants at peralta

$20 MILLION IN GRANTS:
WE ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS

California Clean Energy Workforce Training This $27 million state-
wide program trains students for hands-on jobs, from installing solar panels 
and maintaining electric vehicles to computer programming and research-
ing fuel cell technologies, to helping develop the state’s low-carbon, clean 
energy economy of tomorrow.  

Industry-Driven Regional Collaborative In Advanced Control 
System Technology Supported by the State Chancellor’s Office of Eco-
nomic Workforce Development Initiative and a National Science Founda-
tion Advanced Technology Education grant, this program allows students to 
gain expertise in maintaining, programming, and troubleshooting building 
control systems.  A state-of-the-art, multi-vendor training lab allows students 
to simulate on-the-job challenges. 

US Department of Labor Community-based Jobs Training 
Grant A collaboration with potential employers such as Solar City, PG&E, 
Siemens and Controlco, this grant is designed to transition students directly 
from on-the-job training to actual employment in energy auditing and 
retrofits. 

East Bay Career Advancement Academy and the Peralta After-
School Pathways Initiative These nearly $2 million grants are a 
unique partnership with industry and community partners for young adults 
between 18 and 30 years old that helps them in basic skills and provides 
comprehensive support services needed to be successful.  Unemployed and 
underemployed young adults can enter an ongoing career path training 
that leads to college degrees, vocational certificates or transfer to the Cali-
fornia State Universities or other 4-year colleges and universities.

California Institute for Regenerative Medicine’s Bridges Pro-
gram Berkeley City College was recently awarded a $1 million grant from 
the California Institute for Regenerative Medicine, which was established 
in 2004 with the passage of the California Stem Cell Research and Cures 
Act. The grant also is designed to expose interns to scientific, ethical and 
legal aspects of stem cell research. Over a three-year period, this grant 
will provide 21 students with an opportunity to serve in internships with 
Children’s Hospital Oakland Research and UC Berkeley. 

The Alameda Transportation and Logistics Academic Support 
Initiative (ATLAS) Through a federal grant from the Department of Labor 
in the amount of $2.26 million, ATLAS is an innovative program designed 
to create career path employment for East Bay residents in warehousing 
and logistics. “The ATLAS program is a concrete response by the Per-
alta Community College District and collaborating organizations to the 
economic and workforce development needs identified by the Oakland 
partnership,” said Peter Simon, dean of vocational education at College of 
Alameda and administrative director of the ATLAS program.

Bay Area Workforce Funding Collaborative East Bay Fast 
Track to Biotechnology The program offers education and training 
opportunities that will prepare low-income, underrepresented adults and 
transition-age youth for employment in the biotechnology industry.  

National Science Foundation Advanced Technology Educa-
tion This $900,000 grant allows Laney College’s Environmental Control 
Technology program to deepen and broaden its curriculum to integrate 
essential knowledge and skills in best energy management practices.  
Graduates have the opportunity to succeed in a rapidly changing, high-
wage, high-growth sector. 

Employment Development Department Green Jobs Corps is a 
$500,000 grant that provides a career pathway to high-wage green jobs 
with solar and construction employers.  The Green Jobs Corps provides 
college-credited training in construction skills, solar installation, energy 
auditing, energy efficiency and green construction, combined with intensive 
social support.
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Watch Peralta TV this spring for 
a line up of engaging, provoca-
tive programs. From talks by Daniel 
Ellsberg, Cindy Sheehan and Matt 
Gonzales, P-SPAN covers all the 
exciting events that take place at the 
Peralta Colleges.  

PTVSports is your Peralta Colleges 
exclusive network for the College of 

Alameda Cougars volleyball and basketball, Laney Eagles baseball, 
basketball, football, swimming and more, and Merritt Thunderbirds 
basketball, soccer and track.  Don’t miss college sports action on 
PTVSports.

Tune into our other award winning programs this spring, such as the 
“Great Decisions” television series, a program devoted to interna-
tional affairs and foreign policy. Also airing this spring is “Women 
Pioneers Collection,” documentary films that celebrate the achieve-
ments of Arab female figures,  “Living Smart,” a news magazine that 
focuses on well being, and “Culinary Travels,” a show that takes you 
to the source of great food from New Zealand to Tuscany, China to 
Chile and beyond. 

Peralta TV can be seen on cable channels 27 and 28 and on AT&T 
U-verse channel 99, or live on the web at www.peralta.tv.

9th Floor Radio is our student/

community internet radio station 

that streams live and provides 

on-demand podcasts of eclectic 

progressive music in the widest 

possible array of genres and styles.  

Tune in at www.9thfloorradio.com. 




