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As 2015 draws to a close, we want to 
wish you and your loved ones peaceful 
holidays and a happy and healthy New 
Year. 

This has been an extraordinary year at 
Alameda, Berkeley, Laney, Merritt and 
the District Office. We made a difference 
in students’ lives, made breakthroughs 
reconnecting in our communities, and 
have cemented life-long partnerships. 

We welcomed newcomers, like myself 
and said good-bye to dear colleagues 
and friends. We dedicated new buildings 
and increased our sustainability and 
strengthened our connections locally 
and abroad.

I will certainly remember 2015 fondly 
as I joined the Peralta family, as your 
chancellor. It is a privilege to be at this 
remarkable institution and a great 
pleasure to work with all of you. 
I want to thank our faculty, staff and
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administrators for their dedication and 
devotion to students and tireless efforts 
to make an impact in their lives as well 
in the communities where we live and 
work.
 
I also want to thank our students for 
their commitment, ambition and drive, to 
explore all areas of learning. All of this 
is what makes Peralta a special, vibrant 
place to work. Please enjoy this holiday 
season as you relax, recharge and reflect 
with family, friends and loved ones. 

I look forward to working with you to 
make 2016, Peralta’s brightest year yet.

Warmest wishes,

HOLIDAY GREETINGS

Hello, I am Jowel C. Laguerre, 
Chancellor of the Peralta Community 
College District. I have been 
Chancellor since July 2015 after 
having served as Superintendent/
President of the Solano 
Community College District for 6 years 
and have had a long career in 
education throughout my life. I want to 
keep our entire community informed 
about our activities and all the great 
happenings at the Peralta Colleges, 
hence the launch of this publication, 
the “Community Direct.”

Community Direct is short for the 
Chancellor’s Direct Communication to 
the Community. In Community Direct, 
I will highlight not only my activities, 
but those of the Board of Trustees, the 
Peralta Colleges’ presidents, faculty 
and staff — and, of course, our 
students. Community Direct is meant 
to be a communication tool to keep 
you, our community, informed about 
Berkeley City College, College of 
Alameda, Laney College, Merritt 
College and district activities. 

If you have something you would like 
to share or want to contact me, please 
email me at jlaguerre@peralta.edu. I 
look forward to hearing from you!
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OAKLAND
UNIFIED
PRIORITIES

+

OAKLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
SUPERINTENDENT ANTWAN WILSON
DISCUSSES THE PERALTA 
PARTNERSHIP

One of the highlights of the past few 
months has been meeting with our 
local school superintendants. And in 
my meeting with Superintendent 
Wilson, I learned that he is a fan of the 
Kansas Jayhawks, something we both 
share! Superintendent Wilson and I have 
the distinction of serving two of the 
biggest educational entities in the East 
Bay. Fifty percent of OUSD students end 
up taking some classes at one of our 
four institutions. The OUSD destiny and 
Peralta’s are intertwined. We agreed to 
bring our people together from the 
students to the Boards of Trustees. 
Issues we brainstormed about included: 
Concurrent Enrollment, Remediation, 
English As A Second Languange, 
Technology and CTE programs feeders, 
and more Peralta Community Colleges 
joint ventures with Oakland Public 
Schools, Oakland students and the 
community in general.

the distinction of serving
two of the biggest 
educational entities in 
the East Bay.

“

•  Remediation – Basic Skills: 
Ensuring students’ preparation 
for college and work
•  ESL
•  Adult Education
•  Middle College/Early High 
School

•  CTE programs feeders and 
joint venture
•  Technology
•  Engineering Technology 
pipeline
•  Acceptance letters for OUSD 
students

•  Building a culture of Oakland 
being a college-going city
•  Collaborating with 
community partners
•  Celebrating our success
•  Empowering our youth

The next step is engaging our 
Presidents and OUSD faculty, 
to be followed by faculty and 
staff interaction and students’ 
involvement.

CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT

PERALTA COLLEGES AND OAKLAND UNIFIED
BRAINSTORMING TOPICS

PERALTA PLACEMENT ACTION IN WORDS

LOCALLY PROUD? 4

x ,

EMERYVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOLS VISIT
Berkeley City College’s President, 
Dr. Budd, and I visited Emeryville 
Unified School District 
Superintendent John Rubio. We 
discussed various partnerships in 
learning among BCC, the District 
and Emeryville Schools. There are 
Emeryville students already 
taking classes primarily at BCC. 
Our discussion was about how to 
make it a formal program and more

predictable to students. The 
School District is very interested in 
making college access a reality for 
its students. Emeryville will open 
up a new building this summer. 
The District is invited to make use 
of it to teach adults, especially 
after the spring semester ends.

CommunityDirect                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Winter 2015-2016 3

”



January  2013 - Newsletter Template4

One of the members of the Alameda 
County Board of Supervisors I run into 
most often is Keith Carson. His 
constituents reside mostly in the cities 
served by the Peralta Community 
College District. We have seen each 
other in public, but had not had the 
chance to delve into issues of interest 
to the County and our Colleges. 

When we sat down together, it was 
evident that we have a lot in common 
that we want to work on together. One 
of our common goals is the welfare of 
citizens in our area. Here are some of 
the areas we touched on and will follow 
up on:

•  Economic development and training
•  Workforce development and training 
for County employees
•  Foster youth education and 
educational concerns
•  Homeless students and the need for 
affordable housing
•  Affordable housing for newer faculty 
and staff
•  Mental health services for 
students
•  Access and transition of 
students from government assistance to 
job training and employment
•  Incarcerated youth and 
education
•  Public safety; 
•  Training to support Civil Service 
testing
•  Participation in the Gateway STEM 
Network.

It was an hour packed with interaction, 
connection and commitment to engage 
the County and the Peralta Colleges. 

ALAMEDA COUNTY SUPERVISOR KEITH 
CARSON TALKS PERALTA COLLEGES

AFTER GOVERNOR BROWN and the California Legislature mandated better 
working relationships between community colleges and adult schools, consortia 
have been created to address the needs of adult school students. There was a 
planning grant last year to prepare for a roll-out of programs and activities to serve 
the population. This fiscal year, the Legislature allocated funds to achieve the goal 
of having the two segments work together. The Peralta Consortium received $2.6 
million to share between the school districts and the Peralta Colleges. The college 
funds are being used to reach out to the adult schools and also to develop non-
credit to credit pathway programs. Among the school districts, one can see a real 
commitment to providing access to education for adults in our service area. The 
partnership is evolving. The consortium mandated in AB86 met this fall to further 
organize. A Joint Power Agreement will be crafted and an executive director will 
be hired to run the consortium. This is an area where our program has an oppor-
tunity to do some major work and create career exploration opportunities for our 
residents. 
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REGIONAL ADULT SCHOOL CONSORTIUML

Meeting with County Supervisor

KEITH CARSON
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The Alameda Science and Technology 
Institute (ASTI), an Early College High 
School partnership between the 
Alameda Unified School District and 
College of Alameda, has won a 2015 
National Blue Ribbon Schools Award.

The award, which is given out by the 
U.S. Department of Education, honors 
elementary, middle and high schools. 
ASTI was designated as an “Exemplary 
High Performing School,” which means 
it is in the top 15 percent of schools 
statewide, as measured by various 
assessments, such as overall academic 
excellence and progress in 
closing achievement gaps among 
student subgroups. Only 29 schools in 
California (8 of which are high schools) 
received that designation. Across the 
country, only 285 schools received the 
award.

“College of Alameda is pleased with this 
much deserved, national recognition

THE ASTI PROGRAM AT THE COLLEGE
OF ALAMEDA RECENTLY RECEIVED AN 
AWARD FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION

COLLEGE OF ALAMEDA
ASTI PROGRAM RECOGNIZED

of ASTI,” said Joi Lin Blake, President 
of College of Alameda. “Research has 
shown that early college high school 
partnerships increase student access, 
affordability, achievement and 
completion. And ASTI is an example of 
the Peralta Community College District’s 
commitment to continued collaborative

partnerships with our K-12 colleagues 
that promote and support student 
success,” Blake said.

President Blake also noted that the 2015 
ASTI graduating class received $400,000 
in scholarships.

ASTI’s primary objective is to increase 
college readiness and retention among 
first-generation college-bound students 
and students from groups that are 
typically underrepresented on college 
campuses. The program allows students 
to enroll full-time at College of Alameda 
in 11th and 12th grade. As a result, about 
40% of students graduate with an AA/AS 
degree, and 88% of graduates meet the 
course requirements for attending a UC. 
ASTI was founded in 2002 and is 
supported by Measure A parcel tax 
money.

The 2015 National Blue Ribbon Schools 
was honored at an awards ceremony in 
Washington, DC (Nov. 9 -10). Each 
school received an award plaque and 
a flag as symbols of their accomplish-
ments. In its 33-year history, more than 
8,000 of America’s schools have
received the coveted National Blue 
Ribbon Schools award.

EARLY COLLEGE
HIGH SCHOOL

PARTNERSHIPS
INCREASE STUDENT 

ACCESS

“
”

Alameda Science & Technology
Institute - Alameda, CAD
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CYPRESS MANDELA
TRAINING CENTER«

Peralta Board President, Dr. 
William Riley, accompanied me 
on a tour of the Cypress 
Mandela Training Center. I 
have often talked about the 
need for us to recruit some of 
our youth and underemployed 
individuals, in order to provide 
training that prepares them to 
access college courses and 
give them skills that will help 
them go beyond minimum-
wage jobs. The Cypress 
Mandela Training Center is 
doing just that with 150 young 
people annually. 

The program is so success-
ful, it has agreements with the 
Federal Highway Administra-
tion and PG&E to train entry-
level workers for them. These 
students are provided with 
enough skills to get started – 
similar to our beginning 

courses. The Center worked 
with Laney College in the past, 
but is seeking a more 
formalized relationship with 
one of our colleges to more 
systematically move students 
onward. This is a program 
worth emulating, not only in 
the building trades, but also in 
other areas. 

Students come from all walks 
of life: High school dropouts, 
formerly incarcerated 
individuals, and so on. 
Because of the discipline 
they are taught, they become 
highly successful. They need 
to further their education to 
sustain their path toward 
self-sufficiency. Up to 150 of 
these students can enter our 
colleges annually with 
employment in hand.

The Career Pathways Trust
Consortium (CPT) met to ramp 
up its actions with a focus on 
early college activities. There 
are three sub-regions led by 
Contra Costa, Chabot and the 
Peralta Colleges. In all cases, 
dual enrollment, concurrent 
enrollment and early college 
high school activities are 
taking shape. Peralta already 
has agreements with the 
Oakland and Alameda Unified 
School Districts.

The consortium wants to expand 
these opportunities, especially 
after the passing of AB 288, 
which has broadened post
secondary opportunities for 
students while in high school. 
It has become the aim of many 
school districts, if not all of
them, to have their students 
leave high school with some 
college credits already earned. 
Community colleges are the 
most popular places to realize 
this goal.

EAST BAY CPT MEETING

EBMUD MEETING
Several of us from 
the Peralta Colleges, 
including Board  
Trustee’s Meredith
Brown and Linda 
Handy, Laney College
President Dr. Elnora 
Webb, Chang Eng, 
and Charles Neal, 
attended the annual 
community update 
meeting of EBMUD 
Director Bill Patterson 
(pictured).We learned 
about the strategies being used to ensure that we 
have ample water for our area. Residents and 
businesses were praised for a reduction of over 25% 
in water usage. We are all doing our best during this 
drought. I want to encourage us to continue to 
conserve water as best we can. EBMUD is 
preparing a water plan for 2040, and I thought this 
was a good model for all agencies to start looking at 
really long-term for their constituents. EBMUD does 
some training with Laney College, and I discussed 
with their managers the potential for us to work more 
closely with them as they are projecting a near-term 
shortage of workers, especially technicians.
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PERALTA COLLEGES
DELEGATION

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK
CAUCUS CONFERENCE

a group of students
from Peralta
attended the 2015
Congressional 
Black Caucus in 
Washington, DC.

“
”

Let me first state that the issues of 
interest to the Congressional Black 
Caucus are not solely for African 
Americans, but for all people and, 
especially, those who are struggling to 
make it to the middle class. Participants, 
presenters and exhibitors at the CBC 
represent the diversity of the country. 
The issues presented would be of 
interest to most of us, independent of 
race or ethnicity. A group of students 
from Peralta attended the conference, 
and they, too, were very diverse. I want 
to give special kudos to Trustee Handy 
who provided the leadership for the 
students to attend, as she has been 
doing for many years. 

THE ANNUAL CONGRESSIONAL BLACK
CAUCUS IS A UNIQUE AND ENRICHING
EXPERIENCE FOR PERALTA STUDENTS.
THIS YEAR WAS NO EXCEPTION.

For our students, this was a superb 
learning experience. They interacted 
with policy makers and staff from 
Congress and represented us very well. 
Dean Lasana Hotep, as well as Board 
Trustee Meredith Brown also supported 
them.  

The following students attended the 
CBC Conference: Denis Salazar, 2015-16 
President of the Associated Students 
of College of Alameda; Brianna Rogers, 
President of the Associated Students of 
Berkeley City College; Patricia Warfield, 
an Alumna of Laney College; Marquita 
Price, President of the Associated
Students of Merritt College, pictured 
with Jesse L. Jackson; Jon-Mychal Cox, 
President of the Associated Students of 
Laney College; Ajari McCaster, a student 
and senator in the Associated Students 

of Merritt College; Vivian Allen, President 
of the Black Student Union at Berkeley 
City College; Adrien Abuyen, a Peralta 
Student Trustee; and Justin Hyche, also 
a Peralta Student Trustee. 

There were not too many community 
colleges in attendance so we could 
make our case to legislators. Lasana 
and I at separate meetings had to stand 
up for community colleges.  We used the 
occasion to advocate with our 
legislators. Just as the Trustees 
learned about the apprenticeship 
grants last year, we were invited to 
some special presentations where we 
learned about upcoming opportunities 
for us. Congresswoman Barbara Lee’s 
office ensured that our group had what 
we needed and treated us very well.
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My recent tour of West Oakland was 
filled with great anticipation of what we 
will be able to do in collaboration with 
the community. In addition to seeing 
historical sites that have made Oakland 
a special place, I was able to interact 
with some leaders. Here are some of 
the places I visited, and the people I met 
with, all of whom are very committed to 
the success of the Peralta Colleges:

•  State Assembly Member Tony 
Thurmond – We briefly discussed 
support from the Legislature for 
community colleges.

•  Christine Stoner, CEO of Lincoln Child 
Center – This organization supports 
families in many ways to be successful 
and thrive. The potential for cooperation 
is endless.

•  Elaine Brown, CEO of Oakland World 
Enterprises (photo, left) – She is work-
ing on some strong entrepreneurial 
activities for ex-offenders in the area. 
She is a former member of the Black 

Panthers and a published author. The 
young people associated with the 
program are growing food to sell in 
order to sustain themselves and learn 
valuable lessons in civic engagement, 
accountability, gainful employment 
and self-reformation.

•  OUSD Board member Jumoke Hinton 
Hodge accompanied me on the tour 
and took me to visit Ralph Bunche High 
School where students are making up 
credits toward high school graduation. 
She also took me to visit McClymonds 
High School. It looks like I was one of a 
few who did not know or forgot about 
the powerhouse this high school has 
been. While there, I met and interacted 
with a couple of their instructors and 
saw one of our concurrent enrollment 
classes in progress.

For social progress and mobility, West 
Oakland is a place where the Peralta 
Colleges can make a major difference.

PERALTA TOURS
WEST OAKLAND

MEETING WITH A FORMER BLACK
PANTHER, A STATE ASSEMBLYMAN,
A CEO, AND AN EDUCATION ADVOCATE,
ALL IN WEST OAKLAND
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Alameda Unified School District 
Superintendent, Sean McPhetridge, 
and I took a tour of a vacant building 
at Alameda Point. The building used to 
be a dormitory and still has the basic 
structure in place. Usage can vary from 
dorms to science labs, and on a grand 
scale, biotechnology and a convention 
center. There is no immediate action 
for the property. The visit just exposed 
to us some possibilities that may exist 
in the area due to the dislocation of the 
Naval Air Station that used to call the 
City of Alameda home.

Superintendent Dr. Donald Evans 
visited with Dr. Deborah Budd, former 
President of Berkeley City College, and 
me. It was my introduction to him and 
our first conversation. We discussed 
several partnerships with Berkeley. He 
has a keen interest in early college high 
school and concurrent enrollment. He 
also wants to partner with the Peralta 
Colleges in Career Technical Education, 
such as the Fire/EMT program.

Groups interested in helping the 
Peralta Colleges develop student, 
faculty and staff housing made a series 
of presentations recently. My inter-
action with the East Bay community 
and my personal experience demon-
strate that the housing issue is a major 
challenge. These presentations were 
meant to start the process of exploring 
housing, and we are starting the 
conversation in order to make a 
decision on what we will do.

The First Secretary of the Cuban 
Embassy in Washington, D.C., Mr. 
Miguel Frago, was attending a 
conference in the Bay Area and 
Congresswoman Barbara Lee 
arranged for him to visit Laney 
College. 

Members of County Supervisor 
Keith Carson’s staff attended the 
event, along with members of a 
delegation visiting Cuba in 
November. The Laney Bistro was 
quickly arranged for the occasion, 
thanks to Dr. Elnora Webb, Laney’s 
President. Board of Trustees 
member,  Meredith Brown, and her 
husband Guy, also attended the 
gathering. 

«THE PERALTA COMMUNITY

NAVAL CENTER TOUR/ BERKELEY UNIFIED VISIT/ PERALTA HOUSING/

FIRST SECRETARY OF CUBAN 
EMBASSY VISITS PERALTA
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In Solano County, I worked with great 
legislators and when I see them to this 
day, we are so happy to see each other 
and we reminisce about things we did 
together. But I must say, the legislators 
from this area, I have met so far, have 
been tremendously enthusiastic and 
are making me feel that this is a much 
higher level of engagement than I have 
seen before. Congresswoman Barbara 
Lee is as excited about the Peralta 
Colleges when she is in Washington as 
she is when she is here. Meeting Mr. 
Bonta was the same. Our legislators 
take the Peralta Colleges to heart and 
want to do the best for our students. 

Similar to OUSD Superintendent Wilson, 
Assembly Member Bonta and Marion 
McWilson, a member of the Alameda 
County Office of Education, are counting 
on our Colleges to help make a

difference in the lives of young men and 
women. Our discussions focused on 
dual enrollment possibilities, high 
school graduation and CTE 
opportunities. 

We have also scheduled a tour of the 
detention facilities and look forward to 
some engagement with them. It appears 
that the world is coming to us. This has 
to do with a renewed sense of purpose 
and hope. We will come together to 
elevate segments of our population that 
have not been attended to. Furthermore, 
our attendance area has so many 
hard-to-fill jobs for college graduates 
that they are counting on Peralta to help 
develop the talent for these jobs. Finally, 
the welfare of our communities depends 
on our educating our youth to think and 
make the best decisions for their lives. 

BOYS AND MEN OF COLOR

STATE ASSEMBLY MEMBER ROB BONTA 
AT THE PERALTA DISTRICT OFFICE 
TALKING BOYS AND MEN OF COLOR IN 
ALAMEDA COUNTY

College of Alameda’s Auto-
body and Paint Department 
entered the annual California 
Autobody Association, East 
Bay Chapter Toy Truck 
Customizing Competition/
Toys for Tots on Tuesday, 
November 17. The event 
brought industry pro-
fessionals from local body 
shops and three other local 
East Bay schools to show 
their customized creations.

Approximately 200 people 
from all areas of the industry 
attended this event. COA 
entered two trucks this year, 
as our students were very 
excited to continue 
competing and designing 
their own creations from 
each class. Eight students 
attended the event with both 
instructors. 

College of Alameda 
triumphed again with the 
First Place Award overall, as 
well as the Educational Best 
of Class Award. We even 
won the People’s Choice 
Award! Overall this was a 
very fun-filled, exciting night 
for our students. Many of 
them walked away with raffle 
prizes, along with a couple 
of spray guns that were 
donated to the class as part 
of the winning prize. 

This is always a great event 
that exposes our students 
to industry professionals – 
and lets the industry know 
where they can come to find 
talented future Autobody and 
Paint Technicians.

CUSTOM BUILT WIN
COLLEGE OF ALAMEDA AUTOBODY & PAINT DEPARTMENT
FIRST PLACE IN TOY TRUCK CUSTOMIZING COMPETITION
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BOYS AND MEN OF COLOR

Merritt College officially opened the 
60,000-square foot Barbara Lee Science 
and Allied Health Center, the region’s 
newest state-of-the-art science 
building. Hundreds attended the ribbon 
cutting, including the Congresswoman 
and other dignitaries. President Obama 
sent a letter of greeting to honor the day. 

Over at College of Alameda, a new 
Veterans’ Center was opened – just in 
time for Veterans Day – and there were 
dignitaries aplenty on hand for the 
occasion. The center, funded by PG&E 
and the Sentinels of Freedom 
Scholarship Foundation, will help COA 
serve more than 150 veterans – so 
fitting for the island campus that abuts 
the old Alameda Naval Air Station. 

In October, Berkeley City College opened 
its new Undocumented Community 
Resources Center. The center will help 
undocumented students with academic 
support, legal advice and mental health 
counseling. The idea is to improve 
undocumented student retention and 
graduation and provide a welcoming 
environment.

THE NEW BARBARA LEE SCIENCE AND 
ALLIED HEALTH CENTER ON THE CAMPUS 
OF MERRITT COLLEGE - OAKLAND, CA

BUILDING
PERALTA

EAST BAY DEVELOPMENT ALLIANCE«
Darien Louie from EDA asked 
me to attend one of the EDA’s 
committee meetings to share 
information about the Peralta 
Colleges. I prepared a 
presentation that provided 
Peralta’s demographics and other 
information; it was well received. 
The attendees were quite 
interested in the Workforce 
Development and Continuing 
Education unit I envision for the 
Peralta Colleges. The best part of 
the meeting was an interaction 
with Trina Ostrander from Bayer.

The meeting took place at Bayer 
in Berkeley. She mentioned that a 
couple of decades ago, the City of 
Berkeley asked Bayer to support 
the development of curriculum 
and programs to foster learning 
in biotechnology. This was a 
30-year promise. She and I 
committed to reconnect all our 
biotech programs with Bayer by 
the next calendar year. Bayer’s 
commitment to, and support of, 
the Peralta Colleges seems to be 
very strong.
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Berkeley City College - College of Alameda - Laney College - Merritt College
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