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President’s News & Notes  
  

v   Music Appreciation Class Gets Creative!  
v   Announcements & Events  
v  Suggestions for Sharing Your News! 

(Deadline: March 11)  
    

A Packed House for Bobby Seale – An overflow crowd of  
400+ (right) welcomed Black Panthers Co-Founder Bobby  
Seale to campus on Feb. 27 as part of the Barbara Lee and Elihu  
Harris Lecture Series. Seale’s message, which was live 

streamed, was one of justice and equity transcending racial and ethnic 
barriers. The origins of the Black Panthers work continues in Oakland.  
  
Update on Administrator Searches – The searches for the Vice President of Instruction and the Dean of  
Special Programs and Grants are on target with interviews being conducted within the next two weeks. 
Board approval of the finalist should occur by March 22.   

 
   

Strategizing Merritt Enrollment – We have a serious shortfall with our enrollment this year. The 
summer resulted in spending lots of FTEF and not generating the FTES we were accustomed to in 
previous summers so we started with a deficit. The Fall was also disappointing; hence this required 
appointing one key person to lead the development of productive course offerings/schedule. David 
Morales, former Department Chair and Chair of Chair, volunteered to assist after being asked by Dr. Allen  
and myself. Please work together to draft the plan required to improve our situation and prevent layoffs.    
You have all received David Morales’ email letting you know how we can all help to meet our FTES goals. 
Please take his request to heart and do whatever you can as he asks. You will be hearing more about this 
soon as we get closer to the new semesters.  

  
College Invited to Budget Forum and Master Plan Town Hall Meeting  
In an effort to keep the college informed of our fiscal situation and to become 
involved in the college’s future, two informational sessions were held last week. 
At the Budget Forum on Feb. 23, attendees learned about the Governor’s Budget 
Proposal for 2016-17 and the current fiscal realities as well as an update on the 
BAM Task Force. At the Educational Master Plan Town Hall, held on Feb. 26,  
Dean Tina Vasconcellos invited everyone to contribute to reviewing and revising 
Merritt’s Vision Statement and Core Values and developing the new Master Plan 
for 2020. (Pictured:  District’s Ron Little discusses the proposed budget.)  

  


