
Syllabus:  ART 1 Term: Summer 2021

ART 1: Introduction to Art History - Online
Course Section: 30211

Syllabus – SUMMER 2021
Dates: June 28 – July 22

The Basics:
Location: Online. Credits: 3 hours/units. Canvas course/online. This course is fully
asynchronous (no scheduled mandatory lectures) with optional Zoom Office Hours on
Wednesdays.

Instructor Maria Guzman
Office Hours are intended to be a time during which students can ask specific questions
that are more complex than the questions that they would typically post in the General
Questions discussion thread. If it is a more simple question that you can look up in the
syllabus, or in the assignment guidelines, take time to do that please. That is your
responsibility as a student.

See below for info and remember that you are not required to stay for the entire hour.
Just drop in and ask questions as needed. You can access the Zoom meeting by
pressing the Control key and clicking on the link at the same time.

Check out my Diversity Statement for a sense of how I design my courses.
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Office Hours (optional)
Wednesdays at 3:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Join the Office Hours meetings at this link: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/9536661762

If the link doesn’t work for you, select “Join a Meeting” in Zoom, and type in this Meeting
ID:953 666 1762

Email: mguzman@peralta.edu. All email must contain the student’s name AND
topic in the subject heading.

What I can help you with: I am available via Zoom, by phone, and via message
(Canvas Inbox). I will be available to discuss questions about grades, help with using
Canvas and finding info, understanding topics in chapter readings, late work, and being
more successful in the discussion threads.

For writing/editing review: I am not able to take a look at your rough drafts before you
submit your graded writing assignments. Students are encouraged to book a tutoring
session for writing help in order to receive focused help with writing assignments. You
can book one online at the Learning Resource Center website.

Please note that the tutors offer help in the area of Writing (most closely related to our
writing assignments). Ask for “writing help” and not “Art History tutoring” when signing up
for a tutoring session. Please bring your assignment’s instructions and your draft, so that
the tutors may better support you.

What Should a Student Expect When Seeking Tutoring?

● A kind, welcoming, and professional attitude
● Clear directions on the tutoring process on Zoom
● 45-minute one-on-one session with a tutor in most disciplines (for appointments)
● 1-hour one-on-one session with a tutor if you have an approved authorization

from an SAS counselor
● Tutors as coaches, not teachers
● Tutors do not provide answers or edit student work.
● Tutees are encouraged to share a syllabus and assignments with tutors.
● Arrive promptly to scheduled appointments.

Canvas Support Line:
Our main technology for this class is Canvas, our learning management system where
you find yourself right now! You can search the Canvas Guides:
https://community.canvaslms.com/community/answers/guides/content

Try Phone Support - available 24/7
COA : (844) 592-2199
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Please call this number if you have issues with: uploading your files to an assignment,
accessing Canvas, etc.

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS:

● EMAIL: Each student is also required to have an email account (either your
Peralta email or an email that receives communications sent to your Peralta
email), and it must be checked regularly; email is available free of charge (see
me for details).

● CANVAS & INTERNET ACCESS: Students are required to use the web site,
Canvas. Regularly logging in and checking for updates is good practice. Contact
the Canvas Support phone number if you have issues with uploading files,
accessing the site, and other technical issues. Use their website for helpful
tutorials, also.If you use your phone often, download the Canvas Student app
and stay connected!

Here are some helpful plug-ins and applications you may need to use in this course

● Google Docs
● Java (Links to an external site.)
● Adobe Reader (Links to an external site.)
● Adobe Flash Player (Links to an external site.)
● Quicktime  (Links to an external site.)
● Apache Open Office for Microsoft Word  (Links to an external site.)
● Microsoft Silverlight (Links to an external site.)

Browser Support

While Chrome is the preferred browser for most Canvas interactions, Canvas supports
the latest versions of every browser release. It's highly recommended that you update to
the newest version of whatever browser you are using as well as the most up-to-date
Flash plug-in. Check out the Canvas Browser Support page for the most recent
information. Also, turn OFF your pop-up blocker if you are using your computer for
our course -- it may keep you from being able to watch important videos and read
important info.

Don’t Stop Reading...the textbook information is coming up on
the next page!
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TEXTBOOK & READINGS
The primary textbook will be Sayre,
Henry M. A World of Art . Upper Saddle
River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2010. Print.
8th Ed.
Purchase the textbook through the
COA bookstore OR check out deals
online - there are various online
bookstores that carry this book.

If you buy the access card through
the COA bookstore, click on this
link to access the course and
chapters: Link to Textbook

If you are worried about affording the
textbook or getting it in time, have no
fear! Search online and make sure that
it is the right edition. 7th edition may
also work but you will have to keep up
with different pages on your own.

Communicating in Class: 
I am available during office hours via
discussion threads, Zoom, and Canvas

Inbox. It is unreasonable to expect immediate replies. All emails requesting a reply will
receive one within 48 hours. I encourage students to communicate with me and to work
out challenges that you are facing, improving your time management, understanding
larger topics in our readings, and concerns that you have about completing your work
and earning a good grade. During the last week of the course, my availability is limited.

When you need more help from COA Resources (writing help): I cannot read your
essays or discussion posts before you submit. I advise tutoring if you need extensive
assistance with your writing projects.

Learning Resource Center (Tutoring and Writing Help) at COA:
https://alameda.peralta.edu/student-service/learning-resource-center/

General Questions that are not confidential or private in nature: If you have a
general question about an assignment, post your question directly into the discussion
thread for that assignment! You can also post general questions about the course
materials in the General Questions thread that appears in every week’s module. Do not
use email for that purpose.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course serves as an introduction to art, what it means,
and cultural contexts. It also serves as a learning experience, which enables students to
discuss art with purpose and structure.

OBJECTIVES: To develop an ability to assess works of art as cultural documents, which
record ideas and values.

Through the study of the textbook, supplemental articles and links to articles, students
will cultivate an enhanced ability to use basic concepts, such as the Principles of
Design and the Elements of Art. As the course progresses, students will conduct their
own research. Basic methodologies will be introduced in order to better apply individual
goals for their final paper.

Student Learning Outcomes for this course:
● Evaluate creation of art in an historical context with an emphasis on modern life.
● Identify broad themes of art located in the context of history and contemporary

society.
● Understand the Elements of Art and the Principles of Design
● Analyze properties of art creation in a variety of cultures and periods.
● Engage in respectful interpersonal communications, acknowledging ideas and

values of diverse individuals that represent different ethnic, racial, cultural, and
gender expressions.

● Exhibit aesthetic reflection to promote, participate and contribute to human
development, expression, creativity, and curiosity.

● Use technology and written and oral communication to discover, develop, and
relate critical ideas in multiple environments.

Students may also develop these skills throughout this course:
● Students will be able to identify formal and symbolic properties for works of art
● Students will be able to conduct research and use source materials that are

available to them, including the CoA online library
● Students will be able to describe art by using the Elements of Art and the

Principles of Design
● Students will be able to apply concepts in written format (MLA Style) and will

produce a Final Project
● Students will be able to communicate effectively in a group learning environment

by contributing to the group discussion thread

Course Design - Every week, students should press the Modules link in the
left-hand side of their Canvas homepage. This will take you to the modules, where
all of these items are listed (see below):

Course Design in Canvas - Each weekly module for this course contains the following:
● An overview that contains all assignments to complete (matches the info that

is shown on syllabus)
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● Pages to help you to study (Study Guides that are optional) - readings
summary and important concepts to review as you read the chapters

● Discussion threads on a semi-weekly basis (one initial post and two reply
posts to other students required each week)

● A quiz
● Helpful links to supplement to your learning (videos for techniques, for

instance)

DISABILITY RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS: Any personal learning accommodations
that may be needed by a student covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
must be made known to the instructor as soon as possible. Learning assistance is
available to all students in academic programs at College of Alameda. It is the
responsibility of the student with a documented disability to notify the instructor at the
beginning of each course. Many resources are made available through the Programs
and Services for Students with Disabilities (DSPS).  Read more about this excellent
resource center at the DSPS website.

Student Health Services (DSPS):
Need help with managing stress or simply want someone to share your experiences
with? Counseling is FREE to students and so are acupuncture, massage, and substance
abuse health services. If you need support, please contact the department for this
valuable resource. Go to the website for a full summary of all health services that are
available to students.

Other Services:
Student FAQs - Student Resources FAQs

COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1 (June 28 - July 4): Introductions, course overview, Discovering the

World of Art (Chapters 1) and Developing Visual Literacy (Chapter 2)
● Review course set up and Canvas navigation, especially the Orientation module

● Complete the Orientation Quiz before starting Week 1 module (required)

● Quiz for each chapter

● Introduce Yourself: Discussion thread - post your initial thread to my assignment

post (by midnight on Wednesday of each week) and one reply post to one other

student (by midnight on Sunday of the week.
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Week 2 (July 5 - 11): Line (Chapter 3, Shape and Space (Chapter 4), and

Light and Color (Chapter 5)
● Readings for chapters

● Quiz for each chapter

● Discussion Thread - First Impressions & Themes

● Extra Credit: Select Your Final Project

● Use the General Questions discussion thread for any questions or concerns that

come up this week -- questions about readings, preparing for the discussion

thread, the Office Hours recording is encouraged!

Week 3 (July 12 - 18): The Principles of Design (Chapter 7), Drawing

(Chapter 8) and Painting (Chapter 9)

● Readings for chapters

● Quiz for each chapter

● Continue working on your Final Projects--it's a good idea to write about the items

listed in the RESOURCES section of this module. You can also write about the

discussion thread and feedback that you received, for example.

● Discussion Thread - Introducing a Work of Art

● Reminder: Continue checking emails and announcements at least once a week

Week 4 (July 19 - 22): Final Project submissions
● Discussion Thread - Describing Art

● Work on your Final Projects, practice describing art with me, and share any

questions with me during our Office Hours.

● Final Project DUE by Thursday, July 22nd. No late work will be accepted.

● End of Class Roundtable: Discussion Thread – Talk about course, assignments,

Final Projects, and sharing our overall course experience. Post a reply by 7/22

(Thursday).
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WHEN YOU WILL SEE GRADES AFTER
SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS 

A common misperception in college is that the process of putting grades on papers is
purely subjective; teachers arbitrarily assign a grade to a paper depending on their
particular preferences, opinions, moods, and what they want to hear. However, this is not
an accurate perception.

Grading criteria are regularly discussed by faculty.  The standards applied to college
courses reflect these discussions and the conclusions reached through them. I use these
criteria (as reflected in the rubrics, which are at the top of your Course Homepage).  

I make every effort to return papers and projects within one (1) week of its due date. 
This means one week from the end of that previous week. Please keep in mind that it
takes time to grade items for approximately 40 students each week!

Read the grading system table on the last page of this syllabus (next page).

GRADING SYSTEM

ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTION PORTION OUT OF TOTAL
DISCUSSION
THREADS – (see
schedule)

WEEKLY QUIZ

Students are required
to attend class
regularly and post to
these discussion
threads.

Weekly (with the
exception of a week
or two) tests to review
cumulative learning
experiences. These
are largely informed
by the textbook
chapters.

10 points each week

10-20 points each

FINAL PROJECT See the guidelines in
Canvas.

= 100 points
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EXTRA CREDIT –
Discussion Thread

TBD =  TBD
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