
Board Committee Meeting Notes

District Standards & Management

Meeting Date:    May 17, 2007

Present: Trustee Withrow (Chairperson), Trustee Gulassa, Student Trustee James, Assoc. Vice
Chancellor Jelks, DAS President Bielanski, recording secretary Weyand

1. Review and Approve Agenda and Minutes

The agenda and the minutes of the April 25, 2007 meeting were approved as presented.

3. Status of Grants at  Federal and State Levels - Earmarks

Mr. Jelks indicated that in a conversation with district federal lobbyist Spees the funding earmarks were
out of the House and Senate and  would move to Conference in September 2007 and to Appropriations
next week..    

ACTION: Jelks will forward an informative earmark package to Congresswoman Lee and lobbyist
Spees.

ACTION: Jelks will coordinate a Trustee trip to Washington DC to speak with Congressional
staff.

Mr. Jelks informed that during the past week, he held a meeting with representatives of the local police,
Border Patrol, Homeland Security, FBI and Alameda County officials to formulate career courses in
public safety.  Dean Cordova will establish courses at Merritt by Fall, and Jelks is investigating
placement of two portable classroom at Merritt in which to hold classes.  Additionally, a meeting is
scheduled with Mayor Dellums to secure a site.   Peralta can formulate the academic portion, but a site
is needed; e.g., driving range.  

Regarding the nursing program, a decision regarding use of the Highland Hospital facility will be made
soon.    Chair Withrow added that perhaps the district could use space within the Veterans
Administration hospital proposed for Alameda.  

ACTION: Jelks will speak with Spees regarding the proposed VA Hospital and the nursing
underserved.

Jelks will attend a  meeting on May 21 regarding the AC Transit student bus pass.   Assemblyperson
Swanson wants more assurance that Peralta’s students want this pass, and a conference call is scheduled
next week with student leaders on this issue.

4. Basic Skills

Chair Withrow spoke about a recent CCLC basic skills initiative workshop at which the speakers
addressed the problem of inadequate funding for basic skills.  Statistics reveal that nationwide 80 out
of every 100 students taking basic skills do not complete.   In July 2008, colleges will begin receiving
$3150 (up from $2000) for non-credit courses.   Chair Withrow stressed the need to advertise to the
population that needs basic skills in order to make a living and contribute to the math and sciences areas
within the job force.  Lengthy discussion ensued regarding the various programs at PCCD that cover
basic skills needs.

ACTION: Chair Withrow will draft a resolution from the Board, in possible partnership with the
DAS,  establishing basic skills as a primary objective within strategic planning, in
resources allocation and in information and control systems.  
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Trustee Gulassa indicated that an important component would be to assess student needs with feedback
on a regular basis.   Additionally, there may be the need for a seminar/workshop among the colleges in
order to highlight the importance placed on basic skills by the Board.   The resolution should be
communicated to the State Chancellor and Legislators.

4. Cost of Textbooks

Chair Withrow recommended that the committee draft a policy that would go to the DAS and student
government, the intent of which would be a reduction in the cost of textbooks.  Chair Withrow spoke
about public domain books that could be provided free of charge on disk and/or computer or bound
and sold for approximately $20.   There are other colleges within this area that are beginning to consider
this method of delivery.  Various areas and disciplines were discussed that might accommodate this type
of delivery method.  

Student Trustee James passed out information from the Government Accounting Office and CalPERS
regarding their investigations of textbook costs.  Trustee James also informed that at Foothill-DeAnza
College the foundation “fronts” the cost of books for students who are on financial aid with
reimbursement to the Foundation after receipt of financial aid checks.  Berkeley City’s student
association experimented with a textbook rental program.

Recommendation:  Agendize an item on a future Board agenda at which time the DAS would
endorse a plan to reduce textbook prices.

Recommendation: DAS will provide feedback on this issue at the next Standards Committee
meeting.

Next Meeting of the Committee:    June 28, 2007, 4:00 PM

Submitted by Beth Weyand


